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Come and See By Fr. Mark Menees

I am writing this on the Feast of St. Bartholomew, August 24th. We do not
know much about his early life and only bits and pieces of his time as an apostle.
However, in the Gospel of John it is thought he is identified as Nathanael. You may remember
the story of his call. (John 1: 43-51) It is an amusing and poignant story. Philip, excited and full
of hope, tells Nathanael that the long awaited Messiah has finally appeared and is from
Galilee, and Nazareth to be specific. The response Philip receives is, “Can anything good come
out of Nazareth?!” It would be like us asking if anything meaningful could come out of the
ordinary and unexceptional. Jesus seems to appreciate the honesty and lack of pretense for
he responds, “Behold, an Israelite in whom there is no guile”.

Jesus’ reaction is telling and important. Guile and pretense color our ability to see clearly
what is right in front of us. When we have already decided what we are willing to experience,
how we are willing to receive from God and one another then we have pre-empted the future
of what God may well have in store for us. As one professor of biblical studies used to ask his
classes, “Are you willing to allow your own views, opinions, or even experiences to be
challenged by what you read in Scripture? If not, then why are you reading it?!” While
Nathanael’s response may at first seem disrespectful, at another level it indicates that he
wants to face Jesus with openness, and there is receptivity to his being changed. It is
important spiritually that we, too, ask ourselves where we need to be open to the working of
God’s spirit in us, and where are the places we have been transformed.

Philip’s invitation is simple and right on target; “Come and See”. It is the same invitation that
we can issue to all those we encounter as members of St. John’s. Come and discover what life
in a faith community can be like. Come and see what happens among us, and more
importantly ‘who’ is among us as we worship and serve. Week in and week out we celebrate
with very ordinary elements (bread, wine, water). And week after week God invites us to
come and see his presence, his goodness, and the future he wants for us.

Upcoming Events:



Annual rejuvenation celebration
Please plan to join the St. John's family for the annual
Rejuvenation Celebration and Dinner
Saturday, September 24, 4 pm - 8 pm
Invitations Forthcoming



Blessing of the Animals

Hard to believe, but the Feast of St. Francis of Assisi is approaching again on October 4, and with it our annual Blessing of
the Animals! After a wonderful start two years ago, we pretty much had a rainout due to weather last year, so planning
is getting underway on possible modifications to this years’ service. One thing is for sure, we are going to have a
celebration and blessing of the animals that many of us share, or have shared, our lives with. Stay tuned for further
developments as the planning proceeds!



Anglican Women’s Retreat

Dear Sisters of St. John's,
I hope you will prayerfully consider joining us at The Monastery of the Holy Spirit in Conyers, Georgia on
October 27, 28, and 29 for peace, prayer, learning, fellowship, and fun! Please don't hesitate if you plan to
attend; last year the Retreat filled up early on.
Copies of he registration form will be available in the narthex. If you have any questions, please see me at
church or call, email, or text me.
Joan Ward (336)312-2139, jendark@aol.com

Getting To Know You– The Grundorfs
The Most Rev. Walter H. Grundorf, D.D. serves as the Presiding
Bishop of the Anglican Province of America and bishop of the
Diocese of the Eastern U.S (DEUS) was born in St. Louis, Missouri. He graduated from Bob Jones University in South Carolina and did his Master’s and graduate school work in the mid
1960’s. He was awarded a Doctorate of Divinity Degree in
2005 by the Theological Commission of the Reformed Episcopal Church.
He became a member of the traditional Anglican Church movement while in graduate school and was ordained as deacon
and priest in 1966. He was elected Suffragan Bishop of the
Diocese of the Eastern United States (Anglican) in1976. He
served as rector of St. Michael’s Church in Knoxville, Tennessee
from 1967-1976, became rector of St. Paul’s Church, Jackson,
Mississippi where he served from 1976-1979. In 1979, he relocated to Orlando, Florida as a missionary bishop establishing
the mission Church of St. Albans. St. Alban’s is now one of the
largest churches in the Traditional Anglican continuum and
serves as the Cathedral Church of the DEUS and the Anglican
Province of America (APA).
Bishop Grundorf was elected Diocesan Bishop of
DEUS in 1995 and Presiding Bishop of the Anglican
Province of America in 1998. The APA has three
dioceses in the United States and a number of
affiliated Churches around the world. Bishop
Grundorf has worked with a number of bishops of
other traditional churches especially the Reformed
Episcopal Church with which it shares a formal
intercommunion agreement. In 2011, the APA signed an official intercommunion with the Anglican Church in America
(ACA) and is working to merge these two churches. Bishop
Grundorf is a board member of the Federation of Anglican
Churches in the Americas that Archbishop Gregory Venables of
the Anglican Communion Province of the Southern Cone in
South America (ret.) serves as Primatial Patron. Bishop Grundorf is married to Mary Bennett Grundorf, PhD., and has 4
grown sons, 7 grandchildren and a great granddaughter.
We hope that every one can attend the upcoming Rejuvenation Celebration to welcome the Grundorfs.

Note of Thanks From Bill Wall
To St. John’s
The house in Greensboro is empty and about to be
under contract; the apartment in Newnan is close
quarters for Cinda, me, two dogs, and the cat, who
is of course, IN CHARGE. Transition times can be
two extremes at the same time; exciting and a little
rough, but are to be expected I guess. Our past
helps us prepare for the now. Past experiences like
the people you’ve met and now miss, worshiping
together, the picnics at the park, the dinners in the
parish hall all make us better able to continue making our way.
I would like to thank everyone for your support
during our time at St. John’s. I can’t imagine what
my life’s direction would have been without you.
You each have a special place in my heart, and in
my mind are the memories I can always look back
on to lift me up during those times things are
tough. It’s a great gift with a long lasting impact on
my life. Thank you.
An apology on my part is needed though. The last
Sunday I attended, Fr. Mark called me to the Altar
steps and presented the Benedictine Daily Prayer
book and to say thank you. I had already thought
about what I wanted to say to you when this happened. Instead of saying what I’ve said above, all I
could manage was a simple Thank You. You deserved more, so I hope this note will suffice.
One thing I ask. Keep loving and taking care of
each other as you have Cinda and I. This is part of
the Grace that God has given us and a great gift.
This will insure that St. John’s will be there for
God’s children.
With love and fond memories,
Bill

Wedding Bells at St. John’s
by Cory and Peter Brewer

Apparently, we caught Fr Mark and a number of others at St.
John’s by surprise!
We decided to keep the wedding fairly small, and we chose May
28 and invited the whole parish.
Everyone was absolutely wonderful to us that day! Fr Mark and
Jo, Grace Smith, the ACW, John Bell (Peter’s best man), Frank
Smith (who gave me away), Corkie and Bob Schrecengost (from
All Souls– they were our photographers and Bob was the server)
helped make it an extra special day.
After a beautiful ceremony and reception, we returned home and
had a delightful honeymoon in Charleston.

Did you ever wonder how one simple phone call could
change your life? Well, much to my surprise, and to that
of my husband, Peter Brewer – one did.
Sometime earlier in the year 2014, I was searching
on- line for a conservative Episcopal/Anglican church that
used the 1928 Prayer Book. I came across the number to
All Souls Anglican Church in Asheboro.

We still have a good deal to do with combining households into
one. A sense of humor is definitely helpful here and smooths out
many difficulties. While we’re not perfect, we really love each
other and are very happy and are making plans for the rest of our
life together!

Welcome New Members

Upon returning home from the library, I rang the number,
and a pleasant deep voice replied, “Father Brewer.”
Feeling rather shy, I said, “Good afternoon, Father. I’m
looking for an Episcopal or Anglican Church that uses the
1928 Prayer Book. Father Brewer then recommended St
John’s, since Greensboro was much closer to WinstonSalem, where I was living at that time.
Since I didn’t have a car, transportation was a problem.
So I e-mailed Fr. Mark, asking whether he had any
members who lived anywhere near me who might be
able to pick me up on Sunday mornings. Jan and Frank
Smith were kind enough to offer to pick me up and bring
me to St John’s, beginning with the First Sunday of
Advent of 2014.
Peter retired from All Souls and returned to St. John’s just
about one year later. I was in the choir and happened to
catch his eye, while he caught my eye at Fellowship; we
struck up a friendship right away, in a passionate
discussion of history. Shortly after that, Peter invited me
to lunch after Mass. Within two weeks, we knew that we
were in love and would like to spend our lives together.

St. John’s recently welcomed Tim and Judy Daughtry,
Jacob Fine and Randal Ferguson as new members of
our church.

Choir News
St. John's choir has begun practicing on a Christmas Cantata to be presented in December. The cantata is based on
works by Natalie Sleeth and arranged by Robert Lau for
SATB voices.

FROM THE SENIOR WARDEN’S CORNER
Much has transpired over the past quarter in the life of our church, and it has been
my pleasure to participate in a couple significant meetings during this time. July
found me in Tampa, Florida, along with my friend and fellow parishioner, John Bell,
where we served as lay representatives for St. John’s at our annual Synod for the Diocese of the Eastern US. The
APA newsletter and website provide summaries of that event, which included opportunities to learn about how
our Lord is at work in the wider APA Church, as well as updates from our mission works in areas such as India
and the Philippines. Bishop Grundorf made special mention of the number of young postulants in our denomination, and the encouragement that should give us for the future of our Anglican and Catholic faith. One of St.
John’s postulants, Peter Joslyn, participated in the meetings and assisted with worship, along with several of his
contemporaries.
The keynote speaker for this Synod was the Right Rev. Kenneth N. Myers of Sherman, Texas. He spoke on the
subject of one of his recent books regarding how the church today may be misunderstanding just how Salvation
in Christ is to be understood. His presentation was both entertaining and thought provoking, and if he did not
entirely win his audience over, he did leave us reconsidering the theology of Salvation. Bishop Myers challenged
the central Protestant view that Salvation consists primarily of a legal action whereby payment is made by God
the Son for the sins of mankind. Without surrendering this important aspect of Salvation, many who listened at
least came to appreciate that our Triune God accomplished so much more than paying a debt by uniting Himself
to a fallen humanity and lifting us into His Divine Life. Feel free to read the book (Salvation and How We Got it
Wrong) should you wish to learn more…or maybe not. : )
Closer to home and more pertinent to St. John’s, in early August the Mission Committee for our church met for
their first retreat weekend, an event that will hopefully be repeated annually. The Committee had some very
substantive and productive discussions on a variety of topics, with the result that our leadership now has a
much clearer sense of where we are headed and what needs to happen along the way. We came away with a
determination to see St. John’s Anglican progress from being a mission church to a parish church, with the
recognition of the higher church for this accomplishment. For us it means a challenge to come together and
support a more ambitious budget than we have attempted before. In concert with this decision, the Mission
Committee will be encouraging our church to rise to the challenge with increased support, both spiritual and
material, to bring this vision into reality.
And so I close this, my first column as Sr. Warden, with a request that you join with me in prayer for the challenges that are ahead of us, and that each member and family in the church consider what level of support they
can offer for our wonderful congregation as we go forward into our first Stewardship drive. If you feel, as I do,
that our Heavenly Father has blessed you and touched you through St. John’s Anglican Church, then prayerfully
consider how you can respond as we make our commitment to support the work of our church in the coming
days.
Your Servant in Christ,
Allen Joslyn

Junior Warden Report by Bonnie Swaney
The description of the position of Junior Warden is short and straight forward; assist the Senior Warden as needed, meet and report to the vestry,
and have an understanding of and empathy for the property maintenance needs. He/she also oversees seasonal maintenance of all equipment, oversees annual safety checks and establishes a process for obtaining the services of contractors as needed.
Since St. John’s purchased the Church building in 2013, a great number of projects have been
accomplished. Some of the larger things have been re-roofing the Church, replacing the
HVAC system, repairing the electrical service to our outdoor sign, removing the Lutheran
cross from the altar area, expanding and rounding the parking lot, renovating the restrooms,
adding electrical circuits and putting a new stove in the kitchen, getting a new and functioning alarm system, obtaining mowing service for the grounds, obtaining cleaning service, installing a new water dispenser, and many smaller projects.
We owe gratitude to John Bell for the majority of the items listed above and believe me I’m
not sure I can fill his shoes.
John Bell and John Godfrey agreed to be of assistance to me with the ongoing needs of the
Church. What we are looking at, for the near future, is to resolve the situation with the outside Cross as it is deteriorated and structurally unsafe. This indeed has been a challenge and I
am very thankful also to Fr. Sam in working with us to get contractors to come and access a
solution. Sadly, it seems that the only solution that we can fit in our budget is to take the
cross down. This may sound like a simple matter but as I have learned, it is a large and expensive endeavor. There will be more to report after we have gathered info from contractors.
Another matter that is being addressed is the parking lot. I have been told that is difficult to
find a place to park on some Sundays. Bear with us please. We are working on a solution.
Any suggestions or ideas are very welcome. Once we have decided the best way to resolve
the problem, we will extend the sidewalk.
This fall we will want to address landscaping the grounds. Please let us know if any of you
have a “green thumb” and/or ideas to offer.
Our wonderful Church building belongs to our St. John’s family and like any family, all the
members help, ideas and suggestions are needed. Perhaps some of you have handy skills or
know of resources that might be helpful. If so, please share those with me. I need all the help
I can get.
Thank you for your support.

ACW News

Isley Adoption and Baptism
By Nichole Isely

On June 1, ACW met for our “End of Year”
luncheon at Mimi’s Café in Greensboro. The
food was delicious; the fellowship was absolutely marvelous!

If you have never adopted, it’s hard to explain all the emotions that are involved. Anywhere from pure joy and excitement, all the way down to absolute anger and frustration. With everything else in between. You can never fully
understand the international adoption process unless you
are knee deep in immigration paperwork, medical files
and intrusive social worker visits. And then sometimes you
are still clueless.
As I was in Raleigh at 5:00am boarding my flight to China,
a million emotions were running through me. But the one
that stands out the most is anticipation. As to be expected. I just wanted to get to my little boy. Having a part
of your heart half way around the world is kind of depressing. But oh so worth it when your child wraps his
little chubby arms around your neck for the very first time
and plants a big sloppy kiss on your lips.
Oliver was such a little lover right from the start. I believe
we owe that to the caretakers who took care of him in his
orphanage. The nanny that brought him to me had so
much love in her eyes for him that it was surprising. But I
also felt thankful that someone was there to love him and
hold him when he was scared in the middle of the night.
Kiss his boo boos and wipe his tears.





Sunday, Sept. 25th, ACW women will be
hosting a light luncheon after the worship
service to welcome Bishop Grundorf and
his wife, Mary. Several ladies will be
providing food and drink during the fellowship hour.
In October, Nicole Isley has offered to
teach our ACW ladies how to make ribbon markers for our hymnals and prayer
books. These would be offered to anyone
who wants one (as a gift from the ACW).

With Oliver being 2 years and 10 months old when I first
put eyes on him, I wondered how the transition would go.
Would he love us? Would he cry out in the middle of the
night for his nanny? When would he recognize me as his
mama and call me just that? Well, it took no time at all for
him to call me mama. He bonded right away with all of us
and has not once cried out for his nanny. He loves and
fights with Jacob like he’s known him all his life.
We started Oliver’s adoption in May 2013. Four months
before he was born. God’s plans truly are amazing. He
picked this one special boy just for us. And the stressful
nights longing for Oliver to complete our family are becoming a distant memory.
Now, don’t let me fool you. We sure do have our bad
days. And sometimes they seem like they are never ending. But we wouldn’t change it for the world. To be able to
love him and hold him when he gets scared in the middle
of the night. To kiss his boo boos and wipe his tears, it
truly is a miracle.
Oliver was baptized into the faith, July 17.

Offshore Reports
Studying (and living) abroad has always been a goal for me, since middle school. So, it was a natural progression for me to select international relations as my
degree program at N. C. State University, NCSU has exchange agreements with universities all over the world, and I was fortunate
to gain acceptance at Lille Catholic University, which is France’s largest private university. This university is located in Lille, which
is a city about the size of Greensboro.
It was interesting to experience the academic structure and environment of a foreign university. I took courses in history, government, political science, and foreign language. Some courses were taught in French, and some in English. I lived in the International students’ residence hall and I truly enjoyed meeting other students from all over the world.
A distinct difference in the academic calendar at this university, was that I was able to enjoy a longer mid-semester and holiday break in the fall, and 2 separate
week-long breaks in the spring semester. During these breaks, I was able to travel to other countries such as Ireland, Scotland, England, Denmark, Netherlands,
Norway, Poland, Spain, Czech Republic, Romania, and Italy. In visiting these countries, I sought to experience the culture, specifically the economic and living conditions. Of these countries, I found Spain to be the most appealing in terms of the overall quality of life. Most notably, Spain is a retirement destination for the
British!
During my weekends, I often took train or bus trips to tour northern and central France (Paris), Belgium, and Germany. These trips afforded me opportunities to
see many historical landmarks, and of course, see the countryside. One aspect of life that I found enjoyable in Europe is the freedom of not needing a car. It is
very easy to get around by taking the subway, train, bus, bike, or just walking. I really got used to urban life, in that everything I needed was within walking distance or a short ride on the metro. Upon my return to the US, I have lamented to my parents that I now must get into a car to go and do anything!
While abroad, I appreciated the ongoing prayers for my safety and well-being from the St. John’s congregation. I know there was great concern expressed by all
during the Paris and Brussels attacks. I remain thankful for God’s providence in allowing me to have this experience and the protection he provided me.
Quint Barclay (Quint is the son of Mr. and Mrs. John Barclay.)

Asking what I do for Peace Corps is a lot like asking what a concierge does for a hotel. It could range from medial to complicated and from silly to classified, but the
end goal is the same. We do what our communities ask of us.
I have been trained by Peace Corps to be a RAPer. Rural aquaculture promotion is the name of our program. The directive of
this program is to develop communities with education in fish farming. I was given 3 months of intense language training and
technical training regarding my communities needs. I was placed in Tonga Land. Southern Province of Zambia, Kalomo District,
Zingale, Nabuyani area. It is called Nabuyani area because I live 100m from the Nabuyani dam making my back yard the largest
and most fertile irrigation compound I have ever seen. I am the 3rd volunteer at this site and since I am the last volunteer
here, and the only girl, the village has dubbed me Mutinta, which means a woman who stands out from men. The other two
volunteers paved the way for me so well that when I arrived not only was the entire community ready to start a huge project,
but I had a waiting list of farmers ready to fish farm with zeal.
The community project we're working on currently is building a fingerling production center. Aka the business of producing baby fish for profit. As of right now
we're the only ones trying this in southern province. Production is planned to start first week in September.
Outside of fish farming I've started teaching English twice a week for grade 9 at the local school. Classes are out currently but will be starting again in September
where I plan to start a GLOW (girls leading our world) club and ELITE (empowering leaders in teamwork and education-boys club). These will be my projects for the
time being but my community has many needs and I've promised to match their enthusiasm.
I've started my own garden and compost pit and am also working on turning corn cobs into charcoal to help diminish deforestation. I own 1 large dog named Zeus,
a hunting cat named Sosa, and just obtained a kitten named Mabusu (Boots in Tonga) I have a great house, bathing shelter and chim (a brick structure that encloses a hole in the ground
) Alas my cikuta (outdoor hut used as kitchen) was burned down a month ago. It will be rebuilt soon....I hope. I attend the Church of
Christ here with my family every Sunday and the music would blow you away. I'm finally catching on to the verses and hopefully I'll be belting out with my choir
soon. Hot season is approaching and I can feel the bricks heating up but my water filter keeps the water....relatively cool and is still enjoyable. I miss my church
community back home and I hope everyone is doing well!
Ndilamupaila (I will be praying for you) amundipaile (please pray for me) amusale basa mu christe (stay well friends in Christ).
Betsy Joslyn (Betsy is the daughter of Dr. and Mrs. E. Allen Joslyn)

Recent Additions

From the Kitchen of :
Nichole Isley
Apple Pie Bake ( A great Fall treat!)
INGREDIENTS
2 packs cinnamon roll dough with icing
3 eggs
½ cup milk
1 tablespoon cinnamon
1 teaspoon vanilla extract
2 tablespoons butter
2 granny smith apples, diced
1 cup brown sugar, packed
DIRECTIONS
Preheat oven to 375°F.
Cut the cinnamon roll dough into 3 even strips, then cut
those strip in 3 pieces, making 9 pieces total per cinnamon roll. Set aside the icing.
In a medium bowl, combine eggs, milk, cinnamon, and
extract, stirring until smooth. Set aside.
In a pan over medium heat, combine butter, apples,
and brown sugar, cooking until sugar starts to caramelize, about 10 minutes. Remove from heat.
Sprinkle the cinnamon roll dough pieces evenly in a 8x8
baking tray. Pour the egg mixture on top, followed by
the apples. Drizzle the reserved icing on top.
Bake for 25–30 minutes, until golden brown. Great as a
breakfast treat or a dessert with vanilla ice cream. Enjoy!

For those who may have missed the service, several Sundays ago St. John’s had a dual dedication / blessing of
two significant items within our church. The first was a
framed Charter of Membership reflecting the personal
signatures and commitment of the members of our
church to a statement of vision and intent for St. John’s
Anglican Church. The Charter is a beautiful document
done in color hand calligraphy by Sally Wilson, and has
been placed on the back wall of the Nave close to the
entry doors.
The second item was a dark oak stained Hymn Board
with numbers, donated by the family of Ed Miller - a long
-time member of the church and choir, in his name and
honor. It has been hung on the gospel side wall of the
Nave, where it is visible to everyone and allows a quick
determination of hymn selections for the day. Both
items are welcome additions to the purpose and conduct of worship at St. John’s; everyone is encouraged to
look at them more closely at their leisure.

Just For Laughs
(Submitted by Fr. Sam Steere)

Mass 10 AM

Eucharist 6 PM

Mass 10 AM

Eucharist 6 PM

Mass 10 AM

Eucharist 6 PM

Mass 10 AM

Wed. night Bible Study with Fr. Mark TBA

Birthday Celebrations
September
8 Delia Agbozo
13 Joseph Hyatt
14 Robert Agbozo
16 Oliver Isley
18 Frank Smith
26 Fr. Sam Steere
29 Peter Joslyn
Anniversary Celebrations
September
5 Frank and Jan Smith
11 Posey and John Godfrey
15 Ned and Ann van Buren
22 Anne and Chuck Batherson

Eucharist 6 PM

Rejuvenation
Celebration at the
Joslyn’s 4-8 PM

Mass 10 AM

Eucharist 6 PM

Blessing of the Animals
10 AM– 1 PM

Mass 10 AM
Eucharist 6 PM

Mass 10 AM

Mass 10 AM

Mass 10 AM

Birthday Celebrations
October
6 Ann van Buren
11 Carey Smith
17 Cinda Wall
24 Joan Pitzer
28 Anne Batherson
28 Posey Godfrey

Eucharist 6 PM

Eucharist 6 PM

Annual
Meeting

Eucharist 6 PM

Mass 10 AM

Eucharist 6 PM

All Saints Service

Mass 10 AM

Mass 10 AM

Mass 10 AM

Birthday Celebrations
November
10 Ed Crissmon
14 Alice Burkholder
Anniversary Celebrations
November
15 Burk and Alice Burkholder
25 Fr. Mark and Jo Menees

Eucharist 6 PM

Thanksgiving Eve
Eucharist 6 PM

Eucharist 6 PM

