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Waiting, Watching, Seeing
By Fr. Mark Menees

Advent and Christmas remind us that we live “between the mes” from the perspec ve of faith. We live out our lives
in moments which stand between the past and the future. We confess it every Sunday when we state that we believe
in Jesus who was born of Mary, and in Christ who will come again to judge the living and the dead. The ﬁrst is a statement about history; the second about the ul mate fulﬁllment and restora on of all crea on. These are bold words for
a community to say, and you and I stand right between those.
It is not an easy place to stand; between the past and wai ng for a new future. It means we have to live with the
struggles and imperfec ons of the world and ourselves, while longing for something more. It is people who know exile and homesickness, wandering in the shadows, grief and disappointment who can perhaps most of all realize how
powerful hope can be, because they have had to live without its light, and so they (and we) yearn for more. The
prophets of old knew it when they pleaded and even chided God to send the promised Messiah. (See Psalm 130.)
Scripture suggests that part of the journey between the past and God’s future is lived out in wai ng. That is not a
pleasurable word to most of us. We wait in stores, lines, or traﬃc this me of year more than ever. It tests our paence. But wai ng has mul ple meanings that go beyond the temporal irrita ons we experience. One meaning in the
Old Testament is to bind together like the twis ng of a rope. Wai ng binds us to one another and God and strengthens those bonds. Another meaning is looking forward expectantly. This is closer to excitement than being ‘put on
hold’, because it implies we know Who we are awai ng and trust that our wai ng will not be in vain. Isaiah speaks in
this way frequently. And, ﬁnally there is wai ng which is really longing. It reﬂects the fact that our hearts par cipate
in an cipa ng God’s presence, and therefore we look with more urgency and clarity of vision for his presence.
Advent, Christmas, and Epiphany are not just about a baby in Bethlehem. Yes, they do lead us to encounter Jesus as
He walked as one of us, but they take us on a journey where we begin to see through the darkness of the world to a
whole new image of ourselves and crea on. They allow us to catch glimpses of God’s future. My father-in-law, a er
re rement, reﬁnished furniture; par cularly an ques. He had an uncanny ability to look at red, dusty, una rac ve
and worn-out pieces of wood, and see something else hidden there. A er hours and o en days of tedious work what
exited his workshop looked nothing like what had entered it. “I just see what it can be”, he would say. God sees what
we and our world can be, and in the sending of his Son he is re-working the whole crea on. We have to wait and
watch and see, but not passively. Rather we do it as people who have seen the beauty of God’s love in the birth in
Bethlehem and we await His coming to make all things new.

St. John’s 2016 Annual Meeting
Spirits were high for the annual mee ng of the congrega on on a recent October evening. Following a dinner we had
an opportunity to review the past year and look forward to the many challenges of 2017.
i Allen Joslyn, Sr. Warden, reported on several “ﬁrsts” including a weekend in-house Mission Commi ee retreat out
of which came several important ac ons the most signiﬁcant of which is the decision to go forward in our move
from Mission to Parish status. Also we had our ﬁrst Stewardship Campaign with 80% par cipa on.
i Fr. Mark urged us to take measure of who we are and what is worth valuing at St. Johns. Worshipping, giving worth
to God, is our primary reason and our worship life is rich. Ours is a caring congrega on and we grew by 17 members this year. Outreach to the community involved support of the Shepherd Center, Room at the Inn, ﬂood relief
and a member candidate for the Diaconate. We celebrated a wedding, bap sm and conﬁrma on and our giving has
steadily increased; in short we can look back and celebrate the past year. But God is calling us to live in the future
and that means to move from Mission to Parish status. We have met three of the four criteria to do this: we own
our own building; we have a conﬁrmed communing membership of 45 people; and we give an annual benevolent
gi to the diocese. We are about to accomplish the last criteria, the ability to provide a s pend for a full me priest.
i Allen Joslyn and John Bell were elected delegates to the Diocesan Synod with Mary Lou Nance as an alternate. Jan
Smith was re-elected Parish Clerk.
i Treasurer Laura Bell reported that we have had a good year with income higher and expenses under our 2016 budget. She presented the proposed budget for 2017 which was accepted.
i The ACW has many on-going ac vi es to enrich our parish life, including meals for families, phone tree, welcome
bags and hymn markers.
i The Membership and Evangelism Commi ee reported a well-a ended and successful 2nd annual Rejuvena on Celebra on. Our website, maintained by Bonnie Swaney, con nues to be the primary contact for newcomers seeking
informa on about our church. The quarterly newsle er, edited by Susan Joslyn, keeps all abreast of ongoing ac vies, member bios and scheduled events.
i Our choir will present a cantata prior to the Christmas Eve service.
Having an opportunity to reﬂect on the past year makes it clear that St. John’s is a dedicated group of caring Chris ans
working to deepen the spiritual life of this church and to welcome others to share our rich Anglican tradi on.
Respec ully submi ed by Jan Smith, recording secretary

Choir News

Helping Hands
Alice Burkholder and Sue Joslyn
recently volunteered with Samaritans Purse
to assist storm victims in the wake of Hurricane Matthew in the
Pinetops, North Carolina area.
Their service included "mudding out"
homes that sustained substantial water
damage. They also had the opportunity to
meet the homeowners and encourage them
in the love of Christ.

St. John's Anglican Church
Christmas 2016
Cantata, December 24, 5:30 pm

Good News

Regarding the Advent Season

Music by
Natalie Sleeth
Arranged by Robert Lau
Christmas Eve Mass at 6:00 pm
Mass at Night 11:00 pm
Christmas Day Worship at 10:00 am

“The season of Advent means there is something
on the horizon the likes of which we have never
seen before… .What is possible is to not see it, to
miss it, to turn just as it brushes past you. And
you begin to grasp what it was you missed, like
Moses in the cle of the rock, watching God’s
[back] fade in the distance. So stay. Sit. Linger.
Tarry. Ponder. Wait. Behold. Wonder. There will
be me enough for running. For rushing. For
worrying. For pushing. For now, stay. Wait.
Something is on the horizon.”
Jan L. Richardson, Night Visions: Searching the
Shadows of Advent and Christmas

ACW News
Have you no ced the new
ribbon markers in the
hymnbooks? Thanks to
Nichole Isley and the ACW, all of us can be
be er prepared before the worship service
begins.
ACW met on October 19 to construct the
hymnal markers. A special thank you to
Nichole Isley for her pa ent instruc on. A
good me was had by all!

Report on Blessing of the Animals
Service
By Fr. Steere
On October 8, 2016, St. John’s Anglican Church
celebrated its annual “Blessing of the Animals” in a
three hour event at the church. U lizing the Feast
Day of St. Francis of Assisi (the patron saint of
animals) as the chronological basis for the event, a
brief service followed by individual blessing of animals was conducted. Poor weather condi ons
limited par cipa on, but those who came enjoyed
the service and each other’s companionship. The
following Prayer of Thanksgiving sums up the
purpose and the focus of the event:

O Lord, thou hast looked upon thy
whole creation and declared it
good. We thank thee for the gift
of companionship with the
animals with whom we share this
earth, and particularly for those
whom thou hast given into our
personal care. Help us to
remember and honor the gift of
that companionship, which they
have given so generously. We pray
that thou would guard them and
tend to their necessities, relieve
their suffering, protect them from
abuse and exploitation, and let
each of us see in them the beauty
and glory of thy creative hand.
This we ask in the name of thy
son, Jesus Christ, our Lord. Amen.

The Blessing of the Chrismon Tree

On November 27, 2016, St. John’s
celebrated the start of the Advent Season
with a Blessing of the Chrismon Tree
and new Chrismons added by Sally
Wilson, Sandy Steere and Posey Godfrey
during the year. A total of 162
Chrismons have been made or donated
to the church by the women of ACW
over the two years that this effort has
been underway, including 16 new ones
for 2016. Chrismons are monograms or
symbols telling about the life, work and
meaning of the life of Christ. They were
used by early Christians to identify who
they were and what they believed. They
often adorned tombs, jewelry, utensils,
doors and other places. In modern
times, the symbols have been adopted
and adapted by churches for the
decorating of trees during Advent and
Christmas to help remind us of the
purpose of the season. Chrismons are
traditionally white, symbolizing our
Lord’s purity, and gold symbolizing his
majesty.

One of the new Chrismons for this year is
en tled “Christ Above All”, and is based
on Ephesians 4: 5-6 – “One Lord, one faith,
one bap sm, one God and Father of us all
who is over all and through all and in all”.

Another new addi on is a “ﬁrst ever tried” eﬀort by Sally
Wilson to express the logo of our
APA denomina on as a
Chrismon. Sally designed and
executed this ornament on her
own, using the skills and
knowledge that she has accumulated over two years of making
Chrismons for our church.

Our sincere “thanks” to all the
women of ACW who have contributed signiﬁcant me and eﬀort
to the making of these unique tributes to the life and purpose of
Christ. In the commercialized and gi -oriented me that the
season has become, these Chrismons help us to remember and
celebrate the true purpose of Christmas – the remembrance of
the birth of our Lord and Saviour, Jesus Christ. They put “Christ”
back in “Christmas”!

Children’s Worship Bulletins
The Mission Commi ee recently approved the welcome
addi on of worship bulle ns for our youngest members.
Weekly content includes, pictures to color and games
ac vi es based on the lec onary readings.

From the Kitchen of : Delia Agbozo
Simple Sponge Cake

The worship bulle ns are designed for two diﬀerent age
groups. Those groups include ages 3-6 and 7-12. They are
available each Sunday in the narthex.

INGREDIENTS:

1. 6 oz of margarine (1 and half stick makes 6 ozs)
2. 6 oz or 1 cup of caster sugar or finely blended
sugar
3. 6 oz or 1 cup of self-rising flour
4. 1 teaspoon of vanilla essence
5. A pinch of salt
6. A pinch of nutmeg
7. 4 large fresh eggs
8. Some raisins and cherries or any fruit mix of
choice (optional)

PREPARATION:

1. Place margarine in mixing bowl
2. Add sugar to it and mix together till
creamy and smooth (5 – 10 mins)
3. Add eggs one at a time to the mix, so it
is creamier and not curdle
4. Add the vanilla essence into the mixture
5. Add the flour and salt to the mixture by
folding it in till all is well incorporated
6. Add fruit mix and fold slightly
7. Pour mixture into a greased and slightly floured
baking tin

BAKING (OVEN TIME)
1. Preheat the oven at 350 Fahrenheit or 150 Celsius

for about 5 – 10 minutes
2. Place tin into oven and bake for 30 to 35 minutes
(depending on how well your oven behaves)
3. Don’t open oven door till cakes batter rises or else
the cake will fall in
4. Use toothpick or skewer to check for doneness. A
clean stick means cake is done
5. Remove from oven, allow to cool and remove from
tin
6. Serve with soft drinks or as snack
7. ENJOY IT………………

and

Just For Laughs
(Submitted by Fr. Sam, or course!)

Sun. Eucharist
10:00 AM

Ladies Luncheon, Mark’s
Restaurant, Greensboro.
12 noon

Eucharist. 6:00 PM

Mission Com.
11:30 AM

Eucharist
10:00 AM

Eucharist. 6:00 PM

Christmas Eve Services
Eucharist
10:00 AM

Eucharist. 6:00 PM

Cantata 5:30 PM
Mass 6:00 PM
Mass 11:30 PM

Eucharist. 6:00 PM
Eucharist
10:00 AM

Birthday Celebra ons
20 Catherine Reams
22 Jan Smith

Anniversary Celebra ons
11
18
18
21

Roger and Bettylou Eckenrod
Fr. Sam and Sandy Steere
Frank and Joan Pitzer
Kenneth and Sylvia Reedy

St. John's Phone Tree
If extreme weather or an extraordinary
event should occur, Fr. Mark will make a
decision regarding closing for the Sunday
service or another service/event. He will
set the "Phone Tree" in motion to notify
the entire congregation by contacting the
"Tree Team" leaders and they will begin
notifying members and subsequently, those
members are requested to call the next person under their name on the list.
COPIES OF THE LIST ARE
AVAILABLE SUNDAY MORNINGS
ON THE TABLE IN THE NARTHAX -PLEASE PICK UP A COPY TO KEEP
HANDY IF CALLS ARE NEEDED.

Epiphany

Eucharist
10:00 AM
Eucharist
10:00 AM

Eucharist
6:00 PM

Eucharist
6:00 PM

Mission Commi ee
11:30 AM

Eucharist
10:00 AM

Eucharist
10:00 AM

Anglican Church
Women 1:00 PM
Eucharist 6:00 PM

Eucharist
6:00 PM

Eucharist
10:00 AM

Birthday Celebra ons
January
1
3
4
7
11
13
22
24
26
29

Courtney Smith
Fr. Mark Menees
John Reams
John Godfrey
Frank Grove
Bill Chaney
Laura Eckenrod
Kenneth Reedy
Laura Bell
David Young

Anniversary Celebra ons

24 Amanda & David Young

Accep ng Food Dona ons

Eucharist
6:00 PM

Eucharist
10:00 AM

Eucharist
6:00 PM

Eucharist
10:00 AM

ACW 1:00 PM

Eucharist
6:00 PM

Mission Comm. 11:30 AM

Eucharist
6:00 PM

Eucharist
10:00 AM
Eucharist
10:00 AM

Shrove
Tuesday
Dinner

Birthday Celebra ons
February
2
7
12
12
24
24
26

Amanda Young
John Barkley V
Fr. Peter Brewer
David A. Young III
Bill Ward
Clare Joslyn
Mary Lou Nance
Check out our updated website at:
h p://stjohnsgso.org/

Anniversary Celebra ons
February
19 Bill and Joan Ward
22 Bill and Patrice Chaney
24 Kevin and Nichole Isley

And “like us “on Facebook.

