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Wandering in the Wilderness

By Fr. Mark Menees
It was our very first trip to Albuquerque and the southwest. Being the spring of the year the winds were
relentless, and humidity nearly absent. “You should go out and wander in the wilderness; it is beautiful”
was the refrain of local inhabitants, followed by “but stay on the paths or wear boots, because there are
some nasties crawling out there”. A day or so in I commented, “I did not know there were this many
shades of brown”. But after some time those shades began to show tones and shadows and qualities that
went far beyond first impressions. It is not difficult to settle for superficial impressions and miss the depth
around us.

In the Gospel for the Sunday before Ash Wednesday (Luke18) we are told that Jesus gathered the twelve
and told them, “Behold, we go up to Jerusalem”. This is a code phrase in Luke’s Gospel which is short for
going to suffering, struggle, injustice, and death; the way of the cross, and none of the disciples ‘get it’.
Only a blind man in the story ‘sees’ the truth. He clings to no illusions or shallow images about his power
or status, and so he is free to place himself in Jesus’ way. The juxtaposition of the disciples and the blind
man invites us to not settle for appearances, but to walk with intent with Jesus.
Our Prayer Book uses this story to prepare us for our Lenten pilgrimage, which begins this Ash Wednesday,
and culminates at the Easter feast. On Ash Wednesday we will be warned not to be deceived about our
motivations in the spiritual life and to search our hearts to see what we truly love. We will walk with Jesus
into the wilderness to face the temptations to personal glory, power, and security. There are likely to be
many side paths unique to each of us, and we should take the time to explore those. The journey is not
linear, that is going from fixed issue to issue, but it is personal. We are not called to self-denigration in this
time, but we are called to honesty about the sins that haunt us over and again. We are offered an opportunity to focus our selves with discipline so that we can do battle (I know that is not a highly regarded image these days) with anything that gets between us and God who is unfailingly faithful and desires that we
have fullness of life.
In the early Church this was a time for preparation for Baptism and renewal. It is meant to allow us as disciples to go up to Jerusalem, to regain lost sight and strength, to be filled again with hope. It is a time
when we can with the Church across the ages witness God’s act of salvation in Jesus and say, “truly this
man is God’s son”. And as we walk on that path with him, which, at times seems easy and at others difficult and threatening, we may well find that our lives are being conformed to him. We may discover that
the depth of God’s love for us, which is salvation, is being discovered anew just when our eyes seem to
have been dimmed by life’s challenges. It is the vision of which Easter is the trues light.

A Note From Father Sam:

“Thy Will be done.”
There are times when it is necessary for a Priest to make a decision that is not necessarily one he wants to
make, but has to make. Such is the case with my upcoming move to Dallas. Church of the Holy Communion (REC) contacted me in early November last year requesting that I come back to Dallas to take on responsibility for the pastoral care area of their overall ministry. Ordained priests such as myself operate on
the basis of “being called”, both into ordained ministry, and into where that ministry is to take place. It is
normal when such “calls” are received to go into a process of “discernment” to establish both God’s Will in
such a move, and its suitability and sustainability. In the corporate world, we would call it “due diligence”.
That is the process that Sandy and I went through in deciding to accept the “call”.
Without going through a lot of gory details, the decision was made on the basis of two conclusions. The
first and fairly easy one was that the church in Dallas was in definite need of someone to handle pastoral
ministry, and I was qualified in many ways to be the person to do it. Church of the Holy Communion is going through a massive upheaval as it transitions into becoming the denominational cathedral for the Reformed Episcopal Church (REC), and its former Rector becomes the Presiding Bishop. We attended that
church for 23 years before moving to North Carolina, and I can bring a lot of assistance to the transition
that is underway.
The second and more difficult decision was leaving St. John’s, and the many friends and relationships that
we have established in our time here. As we reviewed and discussed the situation, it was apparent that St.
John’s had made enormous progress in the last few years, and had reached a point of transition of its own.
Specifically, it had established its longer-term viability to the point of being accorded the status of “parish”
within the Anglican Province of America (APA), and as part of that accomplishment had successfully established the ability to fund and staff full-time clergy support. That latter achievement is an absolutely essential requirement for continuing the progress that has been made so far. In staffing that position with Reverend Deacon Peter Joslyn, a young, dynamic, and properly trained clergyman, St. John’s is taking yet again
a very positive step at maintaining the momentum it has developed. Under the tutelage of Fr. Mark, Deacon Peter will bring capabilities to St. John’s that we have not had, including an emphasis on bringing
younger people into our congregation and properly providing for their needs.
The resulting picture of increasing need for what I can offer to the church in Dallas, and decreasing need
for what I can contribute here, was the basis upon which I accepted the “call”. It wasn’t that I couldn’t still
contribute here, but that I could and should contribute more in Dallas. I see God’s fingerprints all over this
process, and as He has forced me to learn over time, when He decides what He wants me to do, I had best
get on-board!
So there you have it, my friends. My desire is to do what God wants me to do, for as long as He wants me
to do it. It will be with great and sincere regret that we leave St. John’s, but it will be with the conviction
that we are doing God’s Will as we go.

A Note From the Curate:
Since the days of the apostles, the Christian faith has been described as a journey—“The Road”
or “The Way.” This is a picture, not only of the Church’s walk of faith together, but also of our
individual Christian lives. As I begin my period of service at St. John’s, I’d like to share some
of my own journey—how I got to be here.
As a child, I was blessed to receive (among others!) two special graces. The first was the support, discipline, and nurture of a stable Christian home—a home in which the Bible was read, the
truths of the faith taught and explained, and Christian virtue both modeled and demanded. As I
have grown older, it has been more and more impressed on me how rare and precious was (and
is) that gift, particularly among people my own age (the twenty-and-thirty-somethings often referred to today as the “Millennial” generation). When we look at the shallowness and dearth of
religious faith among young people today, the explanation can usually be traced to the collapse
of stable communities—especially the family—in which Christian piety has normally been transmitted and lived out.
The second gift I received was a thoroughly classical education, which emphasized the study of
the ancient Mediterranean world—both the pagan civilizations of Greece and Rome, and the
“conquest” of those cultures by the Hebraic tradition, in and through the Incarnation of Jesus
Christ. As a young man, I was more attracted to the ancient and pagan elements of this study—
but the centrality of the Christian revelation to the story of the classical world was never far from
my mind. The person of Christ came as an answer to a question which the poets and philosophers of the old world had been asking for generations. As we, the Christians of the 21st century,
find ourselves in a situation more and more like that of the 1st century than the 16th (in a community of faith surrounded by skepticism and hostility), it is comforting to realize that Jesus remains the answer to that question which the “pagans” of today are still asking.
God never gives to no purpose, and, as Christ taught His disciples, talents bestowed come with
the expectation of investment (Mt. 25:14-30). As I grew older, beginning a career as a Christian
educator, and, eventually, taking on the responsibilities of a husband and father, I came progressively to the conclusion that God was asking me to invest these gifts—the gifts of family and
education—in active service to His Church. As such, my special enthusiasm (not neglecting the
many other demands of ministerial service) is for the support of Christian families, and for that
project sometimes called “the new evangelization:” bringing Christ into the lives of “modern pagans.”
I want to thank the congregation of St. John’s—clergy, vestry, and laity—for giving me the opportunity to start my journey of service as a minister here, and to join my journey of faith to
yours. Pray for us (for myself, my wife, Erin, and our children—David, Clare, and James) as we
will pray for you. My hope is that this time of further training and service will be as much to the
benefit of St. John’s as I know it will be for me.
Your servant in Christ,
Dcn. Peter

SENIOR WARDEN’S REPORT-Allen Joslyn
We are experiencing a season of change at St. John’s Anglican in
Greensboro, a pattern that seems likely to persist well into 2017.
The vestry has been busy at work in an effort to help guide our
congregation through some of these changes, to provide the most
benefit and the least interruption to our faith community, but
there will be some challenges ahead. We are entering this spring
financially and numerically stronger, and we remain focused on
our primary mission as a worshiping people, led by a devoted and
orthodox clergy, bound to a Biblical understanding of the Gospel
and committed to the Book of Common Prayer as a form of worship that is pleasing and acceptable to our Triune God. The combination of these circumstances makes us attractive as a faith home
for many, and puts us in an excellent position to accomplish even
more for the Kingdom of Jesus Christ on earth.
There is no avoiding the fact that we are an older congregation,
however, and that should Jesus tarry we must begin to reach out
to younger worshippers and families in an effort to preserve and
transmit the treasure of our Anglican tradition to a new generation
of Christians. While I value the collected maturity and wisdom of
our Parish, I also believe that bringing younger people into our fold
is important. The Church is one of the few multi-generational institutions left in our society, and a place where young and old can
mingle in an atmosphere of safety and Christian love. We may all
have to stretch and accommodate a little to assist in the work, but
I think we are up to the task as a church. We will need to think
seriously about Christian education for the young (adults and children), and consider how to share our faith with a group of people
who are much more tech-oriented and non-traditional by upbringing than we are. The Gospel is unchanging, but the way we share
our faith story and the manner in which we invite young people to
participate in that story may need to adapt to changing times.
We also need to consider how best to welcome younger people
into our midst as we worship and serve together. An openness to
approach younger visitors and find connections with them wherever they may be in their Christian journey will be important as well,
along with tolerance for the occasional infant cries or over-loud
children’s voices during worship times. With our new Curate and
his growing family, we are off to a good start, and if we remain
faithful I am confident that the Lord of the Church will guide us.
Let’s use this upcoming Lenten time in part to meditate and discuss together where Jesus is calling us as a church, and consider
how we can partner with the Holy Spirit to bring St. John’s forward
into what I believe will be an exciting and wonderful time in the life
of our congregation.
A blessed and Holy Lent to you all!

Shove Tuesday Gathering!

Wednesday Night Bible Study is Back!
Of the 27 books in the New Testament, 13 are
attributed to St. Paul. In worship we often hear
long segments from his letters. His writing could
be dense and difficult at times, and then beautifully poetic and inviting at others. But no matter
how we experience him, his message has and
continues to be critical for the life of faith.
Beginning March 8th at 7:00 PM we will gather
for a six week study of the key
letters and message of St. Paul.
Bring a sandwich and drink and
join us!
Fr. Mark

“Getting to Know You”
Introducing….. Alice Linsley

Off Shore :
with Anne and Chuck Batherson
Our Trip to Grenada
Last week, Chuck and I took a vacation to the Sandals resort in
Grenada, to escape from winter for a week (winter?? WHAT
WINTER???).

Before I moved to North Carolina, I found information about St.
John’s Anglican Church on the internet. I am so pleased to worship with this congregation, using the 1928 Book of Common
Prayer, a true liturgical masterpiece.
I moved to High Point from Versailles, Kentucky. In Kentucky, I
taught Philosophy and Ethics for 13 years at Midway University.
I love being closer to my daughter, Elsbeth Todd, who lives in
Greensboro. I enjoy spending time with my grandchildren,
Bronwen and Moxie. They attend worship with me when we
can arrange it.
Growing up in the military, I had the opportunity to live in
Spain, the Philippines, Iran, and Greece. This exposure instilled
in me a love of cultural anthropology, which I began to study 35
years ago. Delving into science led me and few other women to
found Christian Women in Science (CWIS), an affiliate of the
American Scientific Affiliation (ASA). I hope to start a Triad
chapter of the ASA, perhaps with interested members of St.
John’s?
My specialty is Biblical Anthropology, a discipline in which the
tools of anthropology are used to establish a clearer understanding of the cultural context of peoples in the Bible. Related
to this, there is much I want to share with our parish. If interested, join The Bible and Anthropology, an international forum
on Facebook.

Part of the fun was getting to know some local school children.
The Sandals company has formed the Sandals Foundation to
help local schools and students by providing money and muchneeded supplies to the various schools on the island. Guests
are welcome to bring items with them, which are then given
out to several of the schools on the island, one of which is the
St. Andrews Anglican school, in St. Andrews parish.
On Thursday, February 16, I was able to take a tour that took us
to Blessed Sacrament Catholic school, in the nearby town of St.
George's. We were taken to the small but serviceable library,
where we met with a cute class of happy and boisterous 5 year
olds.
We read books to the children for a while, until one couple
brought out some art supplies that they had brought along.
Shortly thereafter, chaos ensued! I'm not sure any of those
children had seen paints before, and they were determined to
paint anything in sight, including the man that brought the
paint!!
It was such a treat, and such a fun experience. Thanks to all
who donated supplies. They were much appreciated!!

Thursday Evening Prayer
Group Meeting at St. John’s

Be still and know that I am God.
Psalm 46:10

From the Kitchen of : Nancy Slezak
Corned Beef Casserole
INGREDIENTS:
8 oz. bag noodles
1 can corned beef ( 12 oz.)
1 cup shredded cheddar cheese (mild)
1 can (10 3/4 o.) cream of chicken soup
1 cup milk
1/3 cup chopped onion
3/4 cup fine bread crumbs
1 1/2 tblsp melted margarine or butter
PREPARATION:


Pre-heat oven to 350 degrees.



Cook noodles as directed-drain.



Flake dried corned beef.



Combine and mix gently corned beef,
cheese, soup, milk and onion.



Place in lightly greased 2 qt. casserole dish.



Top with bread crumbs mixed with
melted butter.



Bake uncovered for 40 to 45 minutes.

Fr. Dan Nobles is an Anglican Priest who serves as a resident
chaplain at Alamance Regional Medical Center. He is also a
vowed Benedictine brother in fellowship with the Anglican
Communion Benedictines. His order is deeply devoted to spiritual formation through community, work, study, and prayer.
Fr. Dan has worshipped with St. John’s parish for the past
several months where he receives spiritual community of
Word and Sacrament. He also gathers each Thursday with
others who are nourished and nurtured through Benedictinestyle of contemplative prayer.
What is Contemplative Prayer?
We may think of prayer as thoughts or feelings expressed in
words. But this is only one expression. In the Christian tradition, Contemplative Prayer is considered to be the pure gift of
God. It is the opening of mind and heart – our whole being –
to God, the Ultimate Mystery, beyond thoughts, words, and
emotions. Through grace we open our awareness to God
whom we know by faith is within us, closer than breathing,
closer than thinking, closer than choosing - closer than consciousness itself.
All are welcome to join the small, but growing group, each
Thursday at 7:30pm as they chant the prayers of Vespers
and practice the ancient prayer of Lectio Divina, or praying
the divine.

Yum!
Thanks, Nancy!

Ash Wednesday
Service
6:00 PM

Eucharist 10:00 AM

Eucharist. 6:00 PM
Bible study begins.

Eucharist 10:00 AM

Eucharist. 6:00 PM

Vestry Meeting
11:30 AM

Eucharist 10:00 AM

Eucharist. 6:00 PM

Eucharist 10:00 AM

Birthday Celebrations
8
13
14
17
22
27
29

Nichole Isley
Channing Koonce
Frank Pitzer
Jane Poulin
Sally Wilson
Sandy Steere
Joan Ward

Eucharist. 6:00 PM

Potluck St. Patrick’s
Day
Dinner

Church Clean-Up
Day

Passion Sunday

Eucharist 6:00 PM

Eucharist 10:00 AM

Palm Sunday
Eucharist 10:00 AM

Eucharist 6:00 PM

Maundy Thursday

Good Friday

Vestry Meeting
11:30 AM

Easter
Eucharist 10:00 AM

Eucharist 10:00 AM

Anglican Church
Women 1:00 PM
Eucharist 6:00 PM

Eucharist 6:00 PM

Eucharist 10:00 AM

Birthday Celebrations
1

Erin Joslyn

7

Allen Joslyn

Thank You!

14 Davy Joslyn
18 Sally Belcher

Anniversary Celebrations
12 Wayne and Mary Lou Nance

18 John and Laura Bell

Accepting Food Donations

Eucharist
6:00 PM

Eucharist
10:00 AM

Eucharist
6:00 PM
ACW 1:00 PM

Eucharist 10:00 AM
Vestry Meeting . 11:30 AM

Eucharist
10:00 AM

Eucharist
6:00 PM
Eucharist
6:00 PM

Eucharist
10:00 AM

Birthday Celebrations
3

John Bell

9

Bonnie Swaney

10 Bill Wall
14 Burk Burkholder
16 Brandon Young
22 Jim Belcher

Anniversary Celebrations
6

John and Janet Barclay

Wednesday Night Bible Study Resumes with
Fr. Mark, following Evening Prayer Service
March 8 at 7:00 PM. Bring a bag dinner!

In Memoriam
Cinda Wall
October 17, 1944 -December 11,2016

I AM the resurrection and the life, saith the Lord: he that believeth
in me, though he were dead, yet shall he live: and whosoever liveth
and believeth in me shall never die.
St. John 11. 25, 26

