
 

 

 

On March 18th, God willing, we will witness and participate in the making of a priest.  The Bishop of our diocese will 
consecrate through prayers and the laying on of his hands, Peter Arthur Joslyn to the Sacred Order of Priests, and will 
mark him permanently in that state of life.  In this liturgy and action the Bishop will take this person, human as we all 
are, and give him authority to speak for the Church.  His hands will be anointed with blessed oil as a prayer is raised 
saying, “May it please you, O Lord, to consecrate and sanctify these hands by this anointing + and our blessing…that 
whatever they bless may be blessed and whatever they sanctify may be sanctified in the Name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ”.   

 

This action is substantial in its nature for it both grants something and signifies something.  It grants authority and 
points to what priesthood is.  In this age of egalitarianism where the prevalent idea is that equality between humans 
means everyone must be the same, much of the ministry has been relegated to a set of functions that anyone has the 
right to perform.  Aversion to the idea of hierarchy further confuses what is central of ministry.  I often ask interns who 
work with me, “What is the unique aspect of ordained ministry”? Many struggle to articulate a clear understanding.  
They reply they want to help people or seek justice, but so do many other noble professions.  Our upcoming ordination 
should aid us deeply in clarifying what we believe and mean about priesthood. 

 

The word hierarchy, which in many circles is not held in high esteem, derives from ‘hiere arche’, meaning literally ‘holy 
leadership’.  It is not about exercising brute force over others.  It is about exercising great care on behalf and for the 
souls of others.  Priests share in the ministry of their bishop by being a representative of that office and tending to the 
well-being of the faithful with all their being.  They can only do this through the grace of God given in ordination. 

 

A priest is someone who offers sacrifice at the altar.  He speaks on behalf of the people to God and on behalf of God to 
the faithful.  (The idea of sacrifice was a matter of great dispute during the period of the Reformation.) In its most basic 
sense sacrifice is an activity bringing together two entities that have previously been separated.  For us it is the action of 
being reconciled back to God in spite of our brokenness, sin, and disobedience.  Christ’s self-sacrifice at Calvary makes 
that happen, and the Church through its ministry continues to proclaim and provide the grace that restores our relation-
ship with God.  When the priest anoints, gives absolution, celebrates the Eucharist, and prays for people, this restoration 
is being made present for and in us.  The authority of participating in this great mystery is not cause for self-
aggrandizement, but of humility and thanksgiving that God uses ‘earthen vessels’ for such life-giving purposes.   

 

Come to St. John’s on March 18th and be part of a wonderful sacramental grace!  
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A Note From the Curate: 

Report on the 2018 DEUS Clergy Conference 

 From Jan. 24-26, Fr. Mark and I attended the annual diocesan clergy conference, held this year in Palatka, FL.  Our 

host parish was All Saints Anglican Church, one of the older “continuing” Anglican churches in our diocese.  In addition to our 

annual Synod, during which the clergy assembles (along with lay representatives) to attend to matters of diocesan governance, 

the annual clergy conference is an opportunity for the bishops, priests, and deacons of DEUS to gather for a time of intentional 

and corporate spiritual edification and fellowship.  In addition to attending the seminars, I also met with both the Board of 

Examining Chaplains and the Bishop’s Advisory Committee.  These interviews (as many already have heard!) resulted in the 

Bishop’s final approval for my ordination to the priesthood, scheduled for this upcoming Passion Sunday (Mar. 18) at St. 

John’s. 

 The “highlight” presentations of the conference were provided, first, by Fr. Paul Rivard (of St. George the Martyr An-

glican in Greenville, SC), and also by our own Fr. Mark Menees.  Fr. Paul conducted a seminar investigating the appropriate 

Anglican and Orthodox response to a set of modern interpretative approaches to the Scriptures which are often called “the 

Higher Criticism,” a method of biblical study that originated in 19th-century Germany, and which is best known for its anti-

supernatural bias in applying the “tools” of literary criticism (considerations of authorship, source, genre, transmission, etc.) to 

the Bible, in the same way as scholars have done for non-sacred literature of the ancient world. 

 Fr. Mark presented an overview of several different approaches to the Scriptures, with an eye toward preaching (this 

is the branch of theology called, understandably, “Homiletics”).  His goal during the seminar was to lay out the strengths and 

weaknesses of the various approaches for preaching, and to begin articulating an approach to the reading and preaching of 

the scriptures that could be considered the classically “Anglican” approach, i.e., one centered on the reality and continuing 

significance of Christ’s incarnation. 

 Given the speakers and the subject matter, the experience was a little like drinking from a water-hose, but uniformly 

encouraging and edifying!  In a continuing show of support for wider unity among the Continuing Anglican churches, Abp. 

Mark Haverland, of the Anglican Catholic Church, was in attendance with us throughout the conference (the ACC, along with 

the Anglican Church in America and the Diocese of the Holy Cross, was one of our partnering jurisdictions at the Joint Synod 

this last July).  Beside the relief of passing my last examinations for the priesthood, and the joyful (if mentally demanding!) 

opportunity to learn from Fr. Paul and Fr. Mark, it was also a wonderful time of fellowship with the other pastoral ministers in 

our corner of Christ’s vineyard.  Please be in prayer for me, as I prepare for my upcoming ordination, and for all the clergy of 

our diocese. 

In the peace of Christ, Dcn. Peter J. 

 

 

Discover the God Who Wants To Be Known 

Exploring the “I Am” Sayings of Jesus             

with Fr. Mark 

A new Scripture study group is underway on      

Wednesday evenings at 7:00 PM.  We are exploring the 

famous “I AM” sayings of Jesus in the Gospel of St. 

John.  Each session will include a brief video         

presentation, some careful study of a specific passage, 

and a prayerful    reflection and discussion of how that 

text connects with our lives in the faith.   

 Medicine has triumphed in modern times, transforming the    

dangers of childbirth, injury, and disease from harrowing to    

manageable. But when it comes to the inescapable realities of 

aging and death, what medicine can do often runs counter to 

what it should. 

Join us Wednesday, March 14  at 7 PM to view a film addressing 

this important topic based on Atul Gawande’s book,               

“Being Mortal”. 



 

 

 

News from the Sr. Warden– Allen Joslyn 

 

 

It has been a busy winter for St. John’s Anglican Church. After some bitter weather in January caused a drop in 

worship attendance, we have seen a rebound over the past several Sundays with a boost from several new     

faces. The beauty of our worship is one of our treasures, and it appears that word is getting out! This is surely a 

trend we want to encourage, so please join me in welcoming guests and visitors to mass, and don’t be shy to  

invite neighbors, friends and family to join us as we gather together as a  worshipping community. I am very  

confident that we can anticipate an upcoming class of new members in the spring. 

It has also been a busy time regarding our clergy. We are all a bit heavy-hearted as Fr. Sam and Sandy proceed 

with their plans to relocate to Texas, but the sadness was somewhat softened by the wonderful meal and fellow-

ship time we shared with this dear couple to honor their service to our congregation on February 10th. Fr. Mark 

continues to challenge us with his beautiful homilies and provides orthodox and wise teaching for us during the 

Wednesday evening classes on Bible and religious studies. He has served us faithfully despite the loss of his    

assistant at Twin Lakes, and ongoing family health problems. Dcn. Peter has stepped up admirably to supply his 

own thoughtful, heartfelt and (increasingly) humorous  insights from the pulpit. We will join in celebration again 

in a few weeks when, during Bishop Grundorf’s visit on March 18, our deacon will be ordained as a priest in the 

Anglican Province of America. Let’s all continue to uphold our clergy with prayer and words of  encouragement 

during this time of change. 

Due to the tireless efforts of our treasurer, Laura Bell, we are very close to completing work on re-financing the 

mortgage for our building. She has made arrangements with Fidelity Bank for a very attractive fixed rate, and as 

a result of our current financial situation, we will be able to substantially reduce the outstanding balance on the 

mortgage at the same time. I feel very confident that within the next 5 years we will own our current building 

with no outstanding obligations, which is truly amazing. Thanks Laura! 

We have also seen a time when our young families are becoming increasingly involved in the life of the church, 

and I want to make special mention here of the Iselys. In company with Mary Lou Nance, Kevin Isely has stepped 

up to assume the role of member of the Vestry, and his service here is very welcome. Nichole Isely has played a 

lead role in arranging hospitality for our fall and winter meetings, and has done a terrific job. We are fortunate 

to have this couple as part of our church, along with their young sons.  Along with our “seasoned    veterans”, 

our younger members are another of our church treasures, and we hope to see more young families find a home 

at St. John’s in the months and years to come. 

Upcoming in March we will have a Vestry retreat for long-range planning, to occur on March 10th. The leadership 

of our church will deliberate together over the course of the day and hopefully chart the future course of our 

parish. As part of your Lenten devotions, please pray for the Vestry as we meet, that we will be guided by the 

Holy Spirit to act in ways that help advance Christ’s kingdom and serve our faith family, our local community and 

our hurting world. And on behalf of the Vestry, I wish for you all a blessed and holy Lent, and the peace of our 

Lord, Jesus Christ, as we prepare for the celebration of His glorious resurrection! 



 

 

 

The year 2018  has started off with a bang for St. 
John’s! Our first event of the year was a wonderful  
farewell party for Fr. Sam and Sandy.  With approxi-
mately 60 adults and children in attendance, it was a 
fantastic evening of good food and fellowship. 

The Shrove Tuesday Pancake Super followed soon    
after. We had a great turnout of an estimated 40 people. 
And once again, Fr. Mark’s ricotta pancakes were a hit! 
The bacon, sausage and fruit really rounded out the 
menu. With the Mardi Gras theme, and glitter masks for 
the children, it was a festive night! 

The next few events are still on the horizon. Deacon  
Peter’s Ordination Reception is shaping up to be a very 
special event and will be held on March 18th after the 
service. 

And right around the corner is Easter. St. John’s will be 
having its first Easter Egg Hunt for the kids on Easter 
Sunday. It will begin during the snack time after the  
service. So “hop” on outside and watch the kids race 
around to find the hidden eggs. 

I want to say thank you to everyone for making all of 
these events possible! Whether you have helped with 
the food, the set-up, the take down, or simply there for 
me to bounce some ideas around, I couldn’t have done it 
without you!! Thank you! 

Nichole Isley 

Shove Tuesday Gathering! 
Fellowship Committee News 

 

 

 

Choir Notes 

The St. John’s Adult Choir currently has about 12 members, accompanied by Grace Smith, organist, and Pat King, conductor.  Ann Van Buren 

keeps the group organized as the Music Librarian. 

A beautiful rendition of John Rutters, “Angel’s Choir” was performed  during the Christmas Eve Service, accompanied by  Harpist, Alicia Reid.  

A children’s choir has been organized by Pat King.  Young Davy Joslyn boldly sang the Prelude, “Once in Royal David’s City” for the   Christmas 

Eve Service, and the St. John’s Children Choir sang “Away In the Manger”. 

The Children’s Choir will sing the Introit during Palm Sunday Mass on March 25. Rehearsals will be held after the service on March 4, 11, and 

18. 

The choir met at Pat King’s house on Feb 24 for a luncheon and “Sing Through” to prepare for Deacon Peter’s Ordination, Holy Week and 

Easter. 

We would love to have a few more voices, especially tenors and sopranos! Contact Grace, Pat or Ann to volunteer. 



 

 

 

 

 

Tim and Judy Daughtry and Jacob Fine first 

came to St. John’s late in 1998 after seeing an 

ad for the new church on a bulletin board in a 

local restaurant.  As Episcopalians who had 

been looking for a church more grounded in 

orthodoxy, the timing was perfect.  After 

attending their first service at the Knights of 

Columbus Hall, the family became members in 

January, 1999 and Jacob was confirmed by 

Bishop Grundorf later that same year. 

In 2006, the family moved to Caswell County 

and became members of St. Luke’s Episcopal 

Church in Eden, but kept up with St. John’s as 

“friends” of the church.  After moving back to 

Greensboro in May, 2016 the family came 

home to St. John’s and were thrilled that the 

church had grown so much under the        

guidance of gifted clergy and strong lay             

leadership. 

Tim is an organizational psychologist and Judy 

works part time in bookkeeping.  Jake is a 

longtime employee of the Dietary Services  

Department of Annie Penn Hospital and 

spends his spare time on anything having to 

do with his love of trains. 

Nearly sixty souls gathered for dinner 

and fellowship at the Joslyn home in High Point on Saturday 

night, Feb. 10 to celebrate their love and care for Father Sam 

and Sandy Steere.  

A delicious  Italian buffet meal was catered and served by 

Plain and Fancy Caterers of High Point, NC. 

After dinner, Fr. Sam and Sandy were sweetly serenaded by 

members of the St. John’s Adult Choir and then presented 

with a framed collection of  memorable photographs . 

The children of the parish presented the couple with a “hand 

painted” dish commemorating  the Steere’s service to St. 

John’s . 

We pray God’s blessing upon the Steeres as they begin a new  

adventure in Dallas! 

 

 

 

“Getting to Know You”  

Introducing The Daughtry Family 

A Fond Farewell Party For Fr. 

Sam and Sandy 



 

 

Famous and Delicious 
Shultz Cheese Spread 
 
 1# Sharp Cheddar Cheese, shred-

ded. 
 2 boiled eggs, finely chopped. 
 2 Tbsp. Mayo; may need to add 

more 
 1-2 Tbsp. finely chopped onion, to 

taste. 
 1 Tbsp. Pimento, drained, diced. 
 1 Tbsp. Sweet Relish. 
 
 
OPTIONAL: 
 Salt 
 A Dollop of Sour Cream. 
 1+ Tsp. Creamed Horseradish. 
 Drops, to taste, hot sauce[s] 
       Cholula Chili Lime 
       Texas Pete 
       El Yucateco 
       Chile Habenero 
                 
 
 
Mix thoroughly into a smooth 
paste. 
 Let sit overnight to absorb     

flavors. 

From the 
Kitchen of : 
Tom Shultz 

 

 

Just for Laughs 

We are looking for a few men to be 

trained to serve as acolytes and chalice 

bearers.  If you are interest or just curi-

ous, please see Fr. Mark or Dcn. Peter 



 

 

Birthday Celebrations 

1 Elena Murphy 

2 Mollie Murphy 

8    Nichole Isley 

13 Channing Koonce 

14  Frank Pitzer 

17 Jane Poulin 

20  Jacob Fine 

22  Sally Wilson  

27  Sandy Steere   
 
29  Joan Ward 
 
31  Aylah Aguto 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

        Daylight Savings  

Time Begins! 

Eucharist.  6:00 

PM 

Bible Study 7PM 

Eucharist  10:00 

Eucharist  10:00AM 

Palm Sunday 

10AM 

Eucharist.  6:00 PM 

“Being Mortal” film 

7PM 

Eucharist.  6:00 PM 

Bible Study 7PM 

Eucharist.  6:00 PM 

Bible Study 7PM 

 

Eucharist  10:00 AM 

Ordination Service 

and Reception 

Mem/Ev Comm. 

Morning Prayer, 

9:00 AM, 

Morning Prayer 

9:00 AM 

Morning Prayer 

9:00 AM 

Morning Prayer 

9:00 AM 

Good Friday 

Vigil– Noon 

Maundy Thursday 

Eucharist 7 PM 

Vestry Retreat 

Anniversary Celebrations 

19  Mollie and Art Murphy 



 

 

Birthday Celebrations 

1 Erin Joslyn 

7 Allen Joslyn 

14 Davy Joslyn 

18 Sally Belcher 

19 Roger Rollman 

 

Anniversary Celebrations 

12 Wayne and Mary Lou Nance 

18   John and Laura Bell 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Accepting Food Donations 

Eucharist   10:00 AM 

Vestry Meeting 

 11:30 AM 

\ 

Eucharist   10:00 AM 

Eucharist   10:00 AM 

Eucharist   10:00 AM 

 

Eucharist  6:00 

PM 

Eucharist  6:00 PM 

Eucharist  6:00 PM 

Eucharist  6:00 PM 

Easter Sunday 

 
Eucharist   10:00 AM 

Easter Egg Hunt 

Thank You! 



 

 

Birthday Celebrations 

3 John Bell 

9 Bonnie Swaney 

10 Bill Wall 

10 Fr. Dan Nobles 

14 Burk Burkholder 

22  Jim Belcher 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Eucharist   

6:00 PM 

Eucharist   

6:00 PM 

Eucharist   

6:00 PM 

Eucharist  

10:00 AM 

Eucharist  10:00 AM 

Vestry Meeting . 11:30 

AM 

Eucharist  

10:00 AM 

Eucharist  

10:00 AM 

 

Eucharist   

6:00 PM 

Eucharist  

10:00 AM 

Eucharist   

6:00 PM 

Next issue of St. John’s Newsletter 

will come in September! 


