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What is an Angelican? By the Very Rev’d Fr. Mark Menees

I received an email last month inquiring what an Angelican is. Yes,
that spelling is what was used. Of course we explain that Anglican
refers to England and a long history back to the Anglo-Saxons and
Danes. It is reported by Bede that St. Gregory viewed slaves being
sold and asked about their origins. He was told they were ‘Anglii’
and he responded it was an appropriate name for they had angelic
faces. Our history forms a part of who we are, but it is never the
whole story.
So, who are we? We have a wonderfully written introduction on our
website which covers many aspects of our life, and it rightfully
focuses on our worship. We could discuss historical aspects or
polity, which are important, but I believe if you want to know who
a community of faith is at its deepest point, look at how people
worship. Anglicans are perhaps first and foremost a people who
pray. That is, they seek to be in continual dialogue with God,
because this is where life is enriched and strength for service is
renewed.
Our prayer book is the primary source for guiding our journey. We often think of it as deriving
from the time of Henry the VIII, but the great-great grandparent of our prayer book is St.
Benedict. Nearly every major cathedral in England was a Benedictine monastery and the book
used for worship in them became the material out of which the Book of Common Prayer was
created. Benedict lived in a time of major political and social decline, and he knew that
people needed to be rooted in the deep experience of God; “to prefer nothing whatever to
Christ.” Eventually the monastic order he created became the most important stabilizing force
in medieval Europe. And the motto of the Order is “Ora et labora”, prayer and work. The work
of our hands in the world is guided by our prayer life.
In 1309 two Benedictine monks on the island of Jersey were asked by a representative of King
Edward I, “What do you actually do?” The King was very much interested in who would own the
little outcropping. Their answer was recorded in a legal document: “He who is called the Prior
and his companion…dwelling in the chapel throughout the whole year maintain a light burning
in that chapel so that sailors crossing the sea, by that light, might avoid the peril of the reef,
where the greatest danger exists of being wrecked. These two always perform the divine
office.” (prayer offices) Their prayers and their work of bearing a light for the good of others
went hand in hand. That is being an angel—a messenger of Christ. May the same be true of us.
As we come to the close of summer and travel, refresh and strengthen your life in the faith by
being in prayer with us.

+Fr. Mark has been appointed the "Dean" of Central and Coastal North Carolina, in replacement of +Bp. David
Haynes. Both the academic and ecclesiastical title of "dean" come from the Latin word "decanus," meaning "an
officer set over ten men" (cp. "decade," and the selection of "captains of tens, of fifties, of hundreds, and of
thousands" by Moses, Ex. 18:25). Normally, a bishop's diocese is sub-divided into geographical "deaneries,"
each of which is supervised by a senior clergyman appointed by the bishop ordinary. It is customary that the
Dean receives the honorific, "the Very Rev'd," as bishops are "the Right Rev'd."

Report from the 2018 DEUS Synod
by Fr. Peter Joslyn

Image courtesy of anglicanprovince.org.

From July 18-20, delegates from St. John's attended our annual diocesan
synod, held this year in Charlotte, NC. +Fr. Mark and +Fr. Peter
represented the clergy of the church, while Mary Lou Nance and Judy
Daughtry served as our lay delegates. Tim Daughtry, as well as John and
Laura Bell, attended the synod as observers. While this year's synod
afforded the normal opportunities for the fellowship and governance of
the diocese (e.g., passing a budget, the giving and receiving of parish
reports), the natural “center of attention” at this year's synod was the
consecration of +Bp. David Haines as the Anglican Province's Bishopin-charge of missions overseas (specifically, the Missionary District of the
Caribbean and the Indigenous Pastorale of Ecuador). In the course of the
synod, +Bp. David's consecration service was held on Thursday evening,
the 19th of July, at our host parish of St. Michael the Archangel in
Matthews, NC. +Bp. David, the rector of All Saints Anglican Church in
Wilmington, NC, also previously served as the Dean of Central and
Coastal NC, a post in which (owing to his elevation to the episcopate) he
will be succeeded by our own +Fr. Mark Menees. Delegates and
attendees of the Synod packed the sanctuary of St. Michael's for the
beautiful service of consecration, at which +Bp. Walter presided at the
consecration, and +Bps. Chandler Jones and William Perkins, both of our
own diocese, as well as +Bp Paul Hewitt (of the Diocese of the Holy
Cross), acted as co-consecrators.
In July of 2016, the IPAPA was officially established in Ecuador,
bringing some 20,000 Christians in about thirty-two parishes into
communion with the Anglican Province of America. +Bp. David has been
serving as the Vicar General of the APA's Office of Global Partnerships
since 2011, and will continue to oversee that office as Missionary Bishop
for Haiti and Ecuador.
In addition to +Bp. David's consecration, +Bp Kenneth Meyers (of
the Charismatic Episcopal Church, and founder of graceworks.com), gave
a series of addresses focused on re-thinking Christian eschatology (our
approach to the “end times” and the new creation) in light of a more
careful reading of both the gospels and the Revelation of St. John.

Anglican Legacy Camp 2018
On June 10-15th, youth of the diocese attended a week-long retreat at
The Vineyard Camp near Mt. Airy, NC. This year, +Fr. Michael Cawthon
(of St. Michael the Archangel in Matthews, NC) and +Bp. Chandler Jones
led our contingent of some 50 youth campers and counsellors. +Bp.
Kenneth Myers (CEC) led a series of bible studies for our campers,
throughout the week, designed to help in understanding the Christian
doctrine of the Holy Trinity. Besides these studies (as well as daily
prayer and Eucharist), the campers were able to participate in a variety
of outdoor activities supervised by the Vineyard staff (including
swimming, marksmanship, rock-climbing, high-ropes courses, etc.).
Despite a run of inclement weather (there was a significant amount of
rain!), camp morale remained high. Our own David Joslyn (the youngest
camper in attendance) was universally recognized as the “camp
mascot,” and will be happy to tell you everything he did, if you have a
hour (or two) to listen!

Preaching from the Old Testament in Trinity Season
By Fr. Peter Joslyn

St. Augustine of Hippo once observed that “the New Testament lies hidden in the Old,
and the Old Testament is unveiled in the New.” We are very likely to interpret his saying to
mean: “the key to understanding the Old Testament is the New Testament; anything that
seems odd or incomprehensible in the Hebrew Scriptures is made plain by the Gospels and the
writings of the Apostles.” This is, of course, true in a sense—and the Old Testament is, for so
many of us, so bewilderingly full of oddness, confusion, and difficulty, that we welcome the
clarity and forthrightness (or so we believe it to be so) of the New. But this is an
oversimplification. The two testaments are intimately connected, and the “explanatory
power” flows both ways. In other words, our understanding of a given New Testament passage
may actually require understanding of something in the Old—or, more accurately abiding by
St. Augustine's approach—the correct understanding of Old and New Testament requires a kind
of “simultaneously informing,” a flowing of New-into-Old, and Old-into-New that brings to
mind the perichoresis of the Divine persons of the Trinity.
Chris Harrison, a Computer Science professor at Carnegie Mellon University, along with
Cristoph Römhild, a Lutheran minister, recently came up with an image that has gained recent
notoriety, principally because of its inclusion in the online lectures of the psychologist Jordan
Peterson. In his lectures, Peterson uses the image as proof that the Bible (both Old and New
Testaments together) provide an example of the world's “oldest hyper-linked text.” The
images shows the relationships of chapters in the Bible, and the number of times they are
alluded to or “cross-referenced” in other chapters. The result is an intricate, over-lapping
cathedral-like system of criss-crossing arches, a web of interlocking concepts and references
that spans Genesis to Revelation (see image above).
The truth is that the Old and New Testaments are parts of a seamless, revelatory
whole—the total significance of which can't be determined without reference to the other
parts. As I pointed out in my first homily this Trinitytide, the sad result of the slow death of
Daily Office in the lives of “Anglicans in the pew,” has been that the Old Testament has
virtually been eliminated from our consideration. This means that, more and more, we rely on
a partial and incomplete revelation of God in our worship of Him. We run the risk of having an
impaired understanding of the God who reveals Himself in Christ, if we don't attend to the
character of that God as He revealed Himself to the people of Israel.
These concerns, at any rate, have motivated me to focus on the Old Testament lessons
assigned for Sunday Mornings during Trinity Season this year, in the hope that this project can
help us to regain a little “depth perception” in considering the acts and character of the God
whom we celebrate in our weekly liturgy. I hope it's been an enlightening exercise, and
welcome any questions you might have!

The Room at the Inn: by Laura Bell

Responding to the call of Christ
to nurture life, Room At The Inn,
operates housing and programs
for single, pregnant women and
single mothers with children
suffering from homelessness
offering them opportunities to
have new lives of healthy, hopefilled independence.

The beginnings of Room at the Inn began in the early 1990’s in the living
room of the rectory at St. Benedict Catholic Church near downtown
Greensboro. Albert Hodges, now Room at the Inn’s president and CEO and
the late pastor of St. Benedict, Fr. Conrad Kimbrough along with several
other parishioners discussed the serious need for a maternity home in the
area. The group wanted to give an alternative to women who, because they
do not have a home and no support system, might otherwise consider having
an abortion. In 2001, Room at the Inn opened its doors in Greensboro’s
Historic Aycock Neighborhood on Park Avenue, in the former Sternberger
Mansion which was built in 1898. With the help of forty-five church
organizations, various community leaders and along with Disney
Construction Co., the home was completely renovated from a run-down
triplex into a home that can now house six women and their children. The
building is now the Mary C. Nussbaum Maternity Home, where the lives of
pregnant, homeless women are transformed into ones of hope through the
support of Room at the Inn .
While living at the home, the women are provided with food, clothing,
transportation, counseling, pre-natal and post-natal healthcare, life skills
education, tutoring and child care for clients’ older children. The residents
also have the opportunity to participate voluntarily in the Pratt Family
Proverbs 31 Formation Program, which matches r esidents with
mentors from a local church of their choice. Once the babies are born some
women make the difficult, selfless decision of adoption but many decide to
keep their babies. This however, is not where the services of Room at the
Inn ends. Graduates of the maternity home programs are encouraged to
complete their GED or enter or return to college through the college
program, Support Community Living Services for Single Mothers Attending
College. Room at the Inn also has a home next to the mater nity home
in which graduates of the program can live and receive daycare for their
babies. Quarterly alumni meetings are conducted at the maternity home and
clients are eligible for material assistance and counseling for up to five years
after the birth of their children.
My involvement at Room at the Inn started in 2003 when my, now deceased
sister, invited John and I to their annual fund raising banquet. My sister
gave many years of her life to the Fight for Life including praying every
Saturday in front of the local abortion clinic, attending the annual March for
Life in Washington DC along with volunteering for NC Right for Life. John
and I have continued over the years to attend the Annual Banquet and I am
now honored to be on their Board of Trustees. Funds are not abundant but it
has been such a blessing to experience the faith in God of those involved
and the stories of the many sacrifices that have been made along the way.
Since Room at the Inn opened, it has help the lives of over 400 women but I
like to think of it more like 800+ to include the lives of those precious
babies.
The annual fund raising banquet is being held this year at the Sheraton
Greensboro on Thursday, October 11th, 6:30 – 8:30 PM. If you ar e
interested in attending or would like more information, please see the flyer
on the bulletin board in the hallway of St John’s or come and see me. It
would be great to fill a table this year in St John’s name!

Regenerated and
Received as Thine Own
Child……
On Sunday, July 22, 2018, the St.
John’s family celebrated the rite of
Holy Baptism with its newest member, Victoria Wright Murphy. She is
the daughter of Patrick and Lindsay
Murphy.
We rejoice with Victoria and pray
that she may lead the rest of her life
according to this beginning!

Getting to Know You……
David, Judy, and Jon King

We are the King’s and we live in a small rural community called Tyro in Western Davidson County
NC. David works as a Maintenance Tech for a company called Fibrix in Thomasville, NC and is the
den leader for Cub Scouts Pack 232 in Churchland, NC. I work as a Bank Teller for First National
Bank in Tyro and help David with the scouts. I also work with our local Girl Scouts Troop 13065 in
Churchland, NC
We will be celebrating our 15th wedding anniversary September 21st of this year. We have a
blended family of 7 children and have been blessed with several grandchildren, one of which you
all know named Jon. Jon is a very energetic 7 yr. old and is in 2nd grade at Churchland
Elementary school a few minutes from our home. He is a Wolf Scout in Cub Scout Pack 232 in
Churchland, NC.
We feel very blessed that the Lord has lead us to St. John’s as we have been looking for a place
we could worship and call home. We have grown to love our church family at St. John’s and thank
you all for welcoming us in to the church.
Thank you,
David, Judy, and Jon King

Many of us at St John’s have
heard of a former Senior Warden
named Dot Pickel. She played a
major role in the history of our
church during its founding. Dot
had a delightfully dry wit and a
great fondness and interest in the
folks at St John’s. Pictured here
with Judy Daughtry, she had
dropped by Krispy Kreme donuts
to check in on Jacob Fine at work,
who provided donuts for fellowship
during the early days.
She was a dear friend, a devoted
Christian and a joy to know.
Judy Daughtry

Miss Isabel Monica Joslyn, daughter of Fr. Peter
and Erin Joslyn was born August 7, 2018 in
Greensboro, North Carolina. She weighed 7 lbs.
and 7 oz. and measured 20 inches long.
Her proud grandparents are Dr. Allen and Sue
Joslyn.
Her even prouder siblings are Davy, Clare and
Jimmy Joslyn( picture here holding his new baby
sister).
Welcome to this world, Isabel!

Fellowship Fun Facts
A lot has happened since our
last newsletter. We have had
delicious mimosas, yummy
desserts, faithful workers and
pretty baby gifts. All in the
span of five months. We sure
have been a busy flock.
We began March with Father
Peter’s Ordination Reception.
It was a wonderful moment
for the Joslyn family that I
was so honored to be a part
of with the planning of the
reception. There were approximately 70 people in attendance. The food ranged
from mini sandwiches to fruit salads to an amazing
“sheep” cake and cupcakes from Delicious Bakery. All
with a glass of mimosa to share in a toast to
congratulate Father Peter.
Next up saw St. John’s first Annual Easter Egg Hunt!
With approximately 80 people attending church that
day, 15 of them were children who participated in the
fun filled egg hunt. About 170 eggs were filled and
hidden for the littles to find. The eggs were filled
with candy, toys and other exciting things. Each child
found a gold egg that allowed them one trip to the
prize box where they could pick out a bigger prize. It
was a great turnout for our first egg hunt with some
amazing weather.
At the end of April we held our Spring Cleaning/Work
Day! I can’t believe we had about 40 people there to
help clean and beautify our church and property. It
was a wonderful day to come together for some good
hard work and some grilled hot dogs and burgers. The
children enjoyed helping out for a bit…then
continued on with their games of football and tag.
The last event was held for a very special reason. To
shower Father Peter and Erin with gifts and love as
they prepared for the arrival of their new little girl.
The baby shower was held at the home of Posey Godfrey and had a brunch style menu. With 15 ladies
participating, Erin received many wonderful gifts, including diapers, clothes, a few handmade items and
gift cards. Baby Isabel was well loved before she
made her appearance in August.
The rest of 2018 still holds a few events for fun, food
and fellowship! Some of the things, I personally think,
we do best! With the annual meeting coming up in October and our first Ladies Christmas Cookie Exchanged
scheduled for December. Here’s to closing out the
2018 year with a BANG!

Nichole Isley

From the Kitchen of
Ann vanBuren

Tortellini Soup
3 T olive oil
3 stalks celery, chopped
3 carrots, peeled and chopped
1 onion, diced
1 clove garlic, minced
10 oz. box frozen spinach (unthawed)
2 cans cream of chicken soup
2 cans water
32 oz. chicken broth
Family size package of cheese or chicken tortellini, half
cooked
1) Put olive oil in the bottom of a large soup/stock pan
2) Sauté garlic, celery, carrots and onions until tender
3) Add frozen spinach. Break up blocks of spinach as
you cook
4) Continue to sauté until spinach thaws, then heats up
5) Add cream of chicken soup and water
6) Add chicken broth and then add tortellini
7) Heat and serve
Note: It's better to eat it a few hours after it's made so
the broth soaks up into the noodles. Better yet, make it
the night before!

At the Hop!!!!!!! John and Laura Bell
searching for Danny and the Juniors at
the 2018 DEUS Synod.

Just for Laughs….Submitted by Fr. Sam Steere

Vestry meeting
11:30 AM

James Joslyn

Worship Schedule

4

Sunday Eucharist
Delia Agbozo

8

Joseph Hyatt

13

Oliver Isley

13

Robert Agbozo

14

Frank Smith

18

Fr. Sam Steere

26

Fr. Peter Joslyn

29

Anniversaries
Frank & Jan Smith

5

Posey & John Godfrey

11

Ned & Ann van Buren

15

Anne & Chuck Batherson 22

10:00 AM

Wednesday Eucharist

6:00 PM

Friday Morning Prayer

9:00 AM

Vestry meeting
11:30 AM

Annual Parish Meeting
and Dinner

Ann van Buren

6

Alice Linsley

7

Carey Smith,

11

Victoria Murphy

14

Art Murphy

14

Steve Smith

15

Joan Pitzer

24

Anne Batherson

28

Posey Godfrey

28

Worship Schedule
Sunday Eucharist
10:00 AM

Anniversaries
Grace & Steve Smith 3

Wednesday Eucharist
6:00 PM
Friday Morning Prayer
9:00 AM

Vestry meeting
11:30 AM

Thanksgiving
Eucharist Service

Worship Schedule
Sunday Eucharist
10:00 AM
Claire Okonji

2

Pat King

8

Ed Crissman

10

Alice Burkholder

14

Natalie Murphy

16

Lindsay Murphy

30

Wednesday Eucharist
6:00 PM

Anniversaries

Friday Morning Prayer
9:00 AM

Burk & Alice Burkholder 15
Fr. Mark & Jo Menees

25

First Day of Advent is Sunday, December 2nd.

