
 

 
 

 
     Lent to Easter 
 
     By the Very Rev’d Fr. Mark Menees 

 
 
 

In the last of his Four Quartets known as Little Gidding, T.S. Eliot begins with these 
words, “Midwinter spring is its own season…suspended in time.” It is a very curious turn of                  
phrase-midwinter spring. Perhaps poetically it represents a time between a beginning and a conclusion where 
for a moment activity is suspended and we see life without distractions and business, and therefore perhaps a 
bit more deeply. The roadway from Ash Wednesday to Easter, Lent, can be just such an experience for us. 

 

     Lent has been observed since at least 380 AD with the entry into this midwinter spring being Ash    
Wednesday. The liturgy is stark because of what is at stake. I know that this more somber season is           
penitential which has often come to mean self-denigrating and guilt-inducing so that sorrow becomes the  
focus. But let me suggest that penitence, which derives from repentance, is about pausing long enough that 
we can see through the temporary and the shallow, both in our thoughts and actions. The day urges us on to 
consider how and where we have wasted time with fruitless diversions, clung to useless excesses, and then 
open our hearts to more worthy seeking and action. And this beginning is made so that we can let go of what 
impoverishes our souls and cling to the lasting and eternal gifts God freely gives every day. Ash Wednesday 
begins with the recognition of our limitations and mortality, BUT it does so in light of the  coming Easter 
celebration. Our pausing for repentance is really about reconnecting to God as the heart and soul of life by 
first recognizing those things to which we cling that do not lead to wholeness and joy. 

 

     It is not a smooth or easy road to traverse. The disciplines of Lent, prayer, fasting, doing good works, all 
mean that we have to let go (repent) of attitudes and actions which have become too familiar and prevented 
us from seeing God in all things. To be a disciple is to be disciplined in making ourselves available to Jesus. 
Letting go of what is useless is a form of dying. But God gives us life in place of death. That is the Good 
News of this journey from Lent to Easter. 

 

     We enter now with an invitation to clear the rote motions of life and to become fully human again. That 
is, to be filled with God’s Word, Grace, and Spirit, with all God is. Julian of Norwich, the English mystic 
heard God say, “I am that which is highest, I am that which you enjoy, I am that which you long for and   
desire…I am that which is All”. This is what Easter delivers. We pause and then resume our journey with 
Christ and one another in hope that we may desire God more and more and more. 
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To the Faithful of Saint John’s Church, 

Thank you all so very much for the warm welcome that you have extended to us in so many ways! We are very happy to now be a part of 
your parish family and are looking forward to getting to know each and every one of you. We have been blown away by the sincere,         
Christ-like charity that flows out of this parish! 

In way of introduction, I would like to take a moment to share a little bit with you about my family: 

Holly and I met in Middle School and began dating when we were 16 years old. We met at Mountain Christian Church                              
(a Non-Denominational congregation in Joppa, MD). We are both graduates of Montreat College (just over the mountain from          
Greensboro!). 

I graduated with a B.A. in Bible and Religion (concentration in Biblical Scholarship and a Minor in Vocal Performance). Holly also       
graduated with a B.A. in Bible and Religion (concentration in Biblical Scholarship). She has a Minor in Psychology.  

After graduating from Montreat, I began working to save up money for Holly and I to get married. I worked overnights for Target (trailer 
unload/stockroom/freezer & refrigeration). Holly worked for an Assisted Living Home, providing care for the elderly.  

After dating for 6 years, we were happy to have a short engagement. Following our December 2013 graduation from Montreat, we were 
married on July 26th 2014. 

After a fun and relaxing honeymoon in Orlando, FL, we moved to Lansdale, PA. We lived there while attending seminary at Reformed 
Episcopal Seminary. Holly and I were both pursuing the completion of a M.Div. 

While not in class, I continued to work for Target in addition to working as a Front-end Developer for Media Dei (building websites for 
the Prayer Book Society, USA, Anglicans for Life, and several other Anglican parishes/ministries). Holly worked as a childcare provider 
& educator at La Petite Academy.  

I eventually left Target to become Sexton of All Saints’ Anglican Church in Wynnewood PA (we moved to Wynnewood and got to live 
inside the Church, literally! They had a 2 Bedroom Apartment inside). Holly eventually took a break from her studies at RES and left her 
work at La Petite Academy so that she could take care of our children full-time. 

While in seminary, two of our daughters were born: Solomé Maria and Naomi Prisca.Solomé will be 3 on March 8 th and is named after 
the mother of Saint James and Saint John (the sons of thunder). Saint Mary Salome is one of the “three Marys” who discovered that the 
tomb of our Lord was empty on Easter Day.  Naomi will be 2 on August 17th and is named after Saint Naomi of the Old Testament and 
Saint Prisca of Rome. Saint Prisca of Rome was a child martyr who placed her child-like faith in Christ, even unto death. 

During my last year of seminary, I completed my examinations for the Board of Examining Chaplains of the Anglican Province of     
America and was ordained to the Sacred Order of Deacons. I served as Curate of Saint Alban’s Anglican Church in Joppa, MD and also 
liturgically assisted All Saints’ Episcopal Church in Wynnewood, PA. 

After earning my M.Div. (concentration in Historical Theology) from RES, I was called to serve as Curate of Saint Paul’s Anglican 
Church in Melbourne, FL. Within just a couple months of my family’s arrival in Melbourne, the Rector of the parish, the Reverend Canon 
Raymond Unterburger, was diagnosed with stage 4 cancer. I was ordained to the Sacred Order of Priests a few days before his death and 
roughly 5 weeks after he first received news of his illness, Father Unterburger completed the race of faith and went on to be with our 
Lord. Until our move here to Greensboro, I was serving Saint Paul’s as Vicar. 

We are now awaiting the birth of our third daughter, Evelyn (still working on the middle name!). She is named after the great Anglican 
mystic, Evelyn Underhill. 

Thank you for taking the time to read this brief summary of my family’s happenings. I hope it gives you some insight into who we are and 
where we have been over the past several years. May the Lord bless you and keep you and may He give unto all of us a blessed and holy 
Lent. 

Fr. Tyler 

 

Introducing the Phass Family 

 



 

 

 

  

 

Church Wide Yard Sale 

   All proceeds will fund St. John’s  

Children’s Education Program 

 Date: May 4th  8AM – 2PM 

  

Any  questions,  please contact a member of the   
Membership Committee! 

 **Please start saving sale items, hangers and  
plastic grocery bags** 

It's time to talk about Christian Education! We all know that every moment of every day in a Christian's life    
provides an opportunity to teach about the Kingdom of God, especially for our children.  St. John's  congregation 
has grown to the point where we need to formalize Christian education for our burgeoning youth cohort! 

The vestry has spent some time thinking, planning, and even working on this new venture, and has named me the 
liaison between the vestry and the nascent education committee. We have tentatively chosen a wonderful        
Bible-based series of lessons called The Aelfred Rex Bible Story Curriculum. This curriculum provides lessons 
and activities based directly on the content of the Bible. While challenging for our youngest, it can be navigated 
with some assistance for the older children. 

The first book of the series is available at the church for parents (and other potential teachers) to review. There 
will be more information to come as a exploratory committee is formed. 

Contact me with any questions at: nancemarylou45@gmail.com.  

My cell phone# is 336-455-3341, or just find me by the coffee pot after church. 

Mary Lou Nance 

Children’s Education Program at St. John’s 



 

Meet the Barber family! 

Daryl and Teresa Barber are the parents of James, Virginia, and        
Christopher. Teresa works full time in the chemistry department at UNCG 
and Daryl works as a certified ophthalmic technician at Triad Retina. 
When the husband and wife team are not working or taking care of    
children, they like running competitively and going to Zumba class.      
Teresa likes to crochet and Daryl is trying his hand at creative writing. 
James likes to read and helps to take care of his younger brother and  
sister. Virginia is in kindergarten and hopes to be a ballerina one day. 
Christopher, our youngest son, starts kindergarten in the fall. He likes to 
watch Power Rangers and the Batman series.  

Getting to Know You…… 

The Barber Family 

 

We are coming in hot for 2019! 

It was nice to take a little break over the holiday season, but things are in full 
swing now. Our upcoming events are Shrove Tuesday’s Pancake Supper 
(March 5) and the St. Patrick’s Day potluck that is being combined with the 
welcome party for the Phass family. (March 23)  After that, the next event on 
the agenda would be St. John’s Annual Easter Egg Hunt! An event I think 
everyone enjoys and looks forward to. Start praying now for nice weather! 

We are growing here at St. John’s. It is so nice to see the new families         
participate in our events as we move through the calendar year! If you feel 
led to help serve, whether it be on the fellowship committee, the membership 
committee or the weekly snack schedule, please contact Sue Joslyn or       
myself. 

Agape, 

Nichole Isley 

Fellowship Fun Facts 



Scout Sunday February 24th, 2019 

The Boy Scouts of America designate that a  church Sunday 
service in February should be set aside to recognize the       
contributions of young boys and adults in Scouting. As Cub 
Scout leaders, David and I participate in this tradition at our 
Charter Church, Churchland Baptist Church. They sponsor our 
local Boy Scout Troop and Cub Scout Pack 232 in the Tyro/    
Churchland Community in Davidson County North Carolina. 

This tradition is very important in the life of a scout because 
they are recognized for all their hard work and are presented 
with the awards they have earned in that scouting year. This 
year has been a challenge for our pack because of the many 
cancelled meetings due to snow and ice, but our Wolf Pack 
managed to complete several requirements they needed in order 
to reach their goals.  

One of these requirements was  their “Duty to God Footsteps” 
challenge. The boys were required to discuss with their parents 
and Den Leader (David and myself)) what it means to do your 
duty to God and how they exhibit their duty to God in their  
daily lives. They also participated with their    families at home 
by offering a prayer before meals and to learn and sing a hymn 
that could be sung to show reverence to God. All five of our 
Wolf Scouts completed these requirements and received their 
award for the “Duty to God  Footsteps” adventure belt loops. 

These boys may only be 7 and 8 years old, but we are very 
proud of the young men they are becoming and feel that with 
the support of our churches and community in the Tyro/ 
Churchland area they will grow up to do great things for the 
Kingdom of God. 

 

Wolf Pack Co-leader Pack 232 

Judy W. King 

 

Wolf Pack 232 in their  robot cos-

tumes made from every day 

trash. 

From left to right: 

Garrett, Michael, Finnley, Jon

(David and Judy’s grandson) and 

Myson  

 

Scout Sunday: by Judy King 



 

Grace and peace to all the saints at St. John's! 

First, I want to communicate my deep gratitude to all those in the    
parish who labored to aid us in preparing for our move to Florida! We 
made the trek down south without incident, and are now (more or less!)     
unpacked and approaching something like a semblance of routine and 
order. 

As you already know, Erin's grandmother, Lois Linton, passed away 
shortly before we left St. John's. Lois had been diagnosed with        
pancreatic cancer more than a year ago; very shortly after her passing, 
her husband, William (who had suffered from Parkinson's disease for 
years, with his wife as principal caretaker), also passed. As I write, 
Erin is in St. Louis for their joint memorial service. Please keep Erin 
and her family in their prayers, as they both mourn the passing and  
celebrate the lives of both. 

I have hit the ground running here both as Curate and                        
Administrator-in-training of Lindisfarne Hall! The parish school is a 
small but spirited group of both dedicated faculty and students, and the 
new facility that will be our home, come the Fall of 2019, has begun to 
rise out of the ground. As a ministry to bring the orthodox faith to both 
parents and children, the school has already borne a good deal of fruit 
(5 baptisms in the last year!). 

Our children have weathered the transition with remarkable fortitude 
and pluck—but they miss everyone from home, and are already      
looking forward to a return visit. Isabel is sitting up, and beginning to 
make raspberry noises that sound suspiciously like the beginning of 
speech. 

Jimmy is terrified of the overwhelming chaos that is the Atlantic 
Ocean, though he assures me that, “next time we go to                     
Florida,” (Florida is the beach, in case you were wondering), “I will go 
into the water.” I'm surprised the police didn't show up, the way he   
protested on the way down the boardwalk to the shore. There was no 
mistaking his displeasure (GET ME OUT OF HERE!). 

God bless and keep you all, and, while I continue to covet your       
prayers, know that I am also continuing in prayer for St. John's, that all 
will continue to prosper in the service of our Lord and Savior. 

With warm affection and regard, 

Fr. Peter 

News From 
Florida 

Clare and Davy enjoying the beach! 

Isabel Monica Joslyn’s baptism at St. John’s 
Anglican Church, January 20,2019. 



Ingredients: 

1 small bag of frozen tater tots 

1 to 2 lbs. ground beef 

1 large can cream of mushroom soup 

1 can corn or green beans (or both) 

Brown ground beef & drain. 

In large bowl, mix soup, veggies, and meat (if you want a 
little extra juice add a little bit of milk). 

Pour into a greased casserole dish. 

Cover the top with the tater tots and bake at 375 degrees  
for about 20 minutes or till tater tots are completely 
cooked and golden brown. 
Enjoy! 

TATER TOT HOT DISH 

 

From the Kitchen of: 

Judy King 

Just for Laughs…. 

Fr. Mark put Fr. Tyler directly to work  upon 
his arrival. 

Thanks to everyone who made the Pancake 
Supper possible!!!!! 



 

1     Elena Murphy  

2     Mollie Murphy  

8 Nichole Isley  

8     Solome Phass 

13   Channing Koonce  

14  Frank Pitzer  

17    Jane Poulin  

20  Jacob Fine  

22  Sally Wilson  

27    Sandy Steere    

29    Joan Ward  

31    Aylah Aguto  

  

  

Worship Schedule 

Sunday Eucharist                                 10:00 AM 

Wednesday Eucharist                             5:30 PM 

Bible Study Group                                  6:30 PM                        

 

Anniversaries 

 

 

Vestry meeting 
11:30 AM 

Daylight Savings 

Phass Welcome 
Event 



 

 

 

 
Worship Schedule 

Sunday Eucharist                                 
10:00 AM 

Wednesday Eucharist                             
5:30 PM 

Bible Study Group  6:30 PM 

 

Anniversaries 

12  Wayne and Mary Lou 
Nance  

18   John and Laura Bell  

 

 

 

 

Palm Sunday 

Vestry meeting 
11:30 AM 

Membership 
Comm. 
11:30AM 

Easter 
Sunday 

 



3 John Bell  

9 Bonnie Swaney  

10 Bill Wall  

10 Fr. Dan Nobles  

14 Burk Burkholder  

22  Jim Belcher  

Worship Schedule 

Sunday Eucharist                                 
10:00 AM 

Wednesday Eucharist                             
5:30 PM 

Bible Study Group 6:30 PM 
 

 

Vestry meeting 
11:30 AM 

Church Wide 
Yard Sale 8AM-
2PM 


